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Grace Lutheran Church                                    October 11, 2026; 9:00 A.M. 

1300 Kishwaukee Valley Road                                         20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Woodstock, IL 60098                                                
www.gracewoodstock.org                                      

 
 

  

 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

OPENING MUSIC  
 “Now We Join in Celebration”           J. S. Bach (Public Domain) 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 

to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN 
 “Let Us Go Now to the Banquet”        ELW 523 (One License) 
 

Please be seated.  

WELCOME 
  

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with 

abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and 
pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 

FIRST READING:             Isaiah 25:1-9, Pew Bible, Old Testament, pg. 652 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM:               Psalm 23 

The Psalms are found in the ELW, in the front section, beginning on page 339. We will read them responsively 
together.    
 

SECOND READING:    Philippians 4:1-9, Pew Bible, New Testament, pg. 198 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.   
 

Please stand as you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

 

 

 

 
GOSPEL  
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.  

  Matthew 22:1-14, Pew Bible, New Testament, pg. 24 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  
Children are invited to come forward during the message. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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SERMON 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

 “Now We Join in Celebration”        ELW 462 (One License) 
 

Please be seated. 

HOLY BAPTISM – Logan Matthew Bratanick  
The candidate, parents and sponsors gather at the Baptismal Font. 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 

sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and 
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of 

Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of 
the world. 
 

Sponsors for the candidate, Jason Bratanick & Megan Trierweiler, presents the candidate with these words: 

I present Logan Matthew to receive the Sacrament of Holy baptism. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the parents, Brian & Rachel Bratanick:  

As you bring Logan Matthew to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities: to live with him among God's faithful people, bring him to the word of God 

and the holy supper, teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in his hands the holy scriptures, and nurture his in faith and prayer, so that Logan 
Matthew may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others 

and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. 
 

Do you promise to help Logan Matthew grow in the Christian faith and life? We do.   
 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 

Jason and Megan, do you promise to nurture Logan Matthew in the Christian faith as you 
are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in 

communion with the church?  I do. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 

People of God, do you promise to support Logan Matthew and pray for him in his new life in 
Christ?  We do. 
 

Assembly, please stand as you are able. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
Church.  
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?  I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  I renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 
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 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by 

your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the 
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your 
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 

anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us 
free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the 
waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen 
 

Assembly may be seated. 

BAPTISM 
Logan Matthew, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  Amen.  
 

Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit of mercy. 
 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you  

give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to  
eternal life. Sustain Logan Matthew with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen 
 

Logan Matthew, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever.  Amen 
 

WELCOME 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven. 
 

Let us welcome Logan Matthew, the newly baptized.   

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join 
us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and 

redeeming word to all the world. Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world. 
A brief silence. 
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Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain. Empower the World 
Council of Churches and all those working across religious difference, that the world may 

know your undivided love, and for our congregation as we rejoice in welcoming Logan 
Matthew, the newly baptized. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all places of 

natural beauty and restore our relationship with the land. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 

We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. Renew all 
communities facing disasters and give your courage to those leading relief efforts. Hear us, 

O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who are sick or 
suffering, especially those we now name aloud or in the silence of our hearts _____________. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this congregation to 
open wide our doors and welcome everyone to the table. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great. 
 

We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for those who have 
gone before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our 
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
After praying for the whole world, we receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s peace.  We invite you 
to share a sign of God’s peace with one another.  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

 
 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING  
Thank you for your generous offerings and commitment to Grace’s mission and ministry. You 
are invited to place your financial offerings in the offering plate. Additional ways to give 
include mailing your offering to the church office, or by giving online: by texting the amount 
you would like to give to 877-698-3604, through the Vanco Mobile App, or online at Grace’s 
website (Use the QR code provided).  You are also invited to call the church office to learn 
more about the automatic withdrawal Electronic Giving Program.  
 

OFFERING HYMN    
 “God Extends an Invitation”        ELW 486 (One License) 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, . . . and join their unending hymn: 

   
 

  
 

  
 

  

 

 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                     ELW pg.191, left column 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION     
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 

Please be seated. The congregation will then commune, beginning with the front pews, you are invited to come 
forward to receive the bread and wine or juice. Extend your hands to receive a wafer from the pastor or 
communion assistant. Then please pick up one cup from the trays (red wine or white grape juice), and then place 
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the empty cup in a tray on the front pew before returning to your seat. Gluten free elements are available upon 
request. If you would like the communion elements to be brought to you, please notify an usher. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 “Lamb of God”                                                      ELW pg.191 (Augsburg Fortress) 

  

  

  

   
 

 “Come, Let Us Eat”          ELW 491 (One License) 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Sustaining God, 

with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

 

BLESSING  
The God of love 

draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 

The God of hope 
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 

through the interceding of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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The God of grace 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN 
 “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”             ELW 873 (Public Domain) 
  

DISMISSAL  
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING MUSIC 

 “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”     setting, David M. Cherwien (Augsburg Fortress) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship Team 
A/V Team: Andrew Thomas 
Communion Assistants: Michelle Anderson, Sally Sheahan, Adalynn Wedoff,  

    Elle Wedoff, Jamielynn Wedoff 
Greeters: Mike Phillips 
Reader: Paul Lockwood 
Ushers: Laura Boal, Terry Figard, Jace Hanlin 
Children’s Sermon: Jamielynn Wedoff 
Altar Guild: Laura Boal, Donna Neubaum, Mike Freeman, Jen Freeman 
Musicians: Terry Aavang, Jan Burns 
Guest Preacher:  Pastor Mack Patrick, Assistant to the Bishop, Northern Illinois Synod 
Lead Pastor: Pastor Amanda Bergstrom 
 
 
 
Presence Light Sponsor:  

 
To the Glory of God. 

 

Bulletin Sponsors: 
  

In memory of my brother Robert Heckler; given by William & Nancy Kreznor. 
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Thank you for sharing time to hear God’s word and pray together.  A video recording of  

worship will be posted to Grace’s website later in the day. You are welcome to join Grace 
Lutheran Church’s Facebook group for news & ministry opportunities. Peace be with you as you 

go forth to share God’s grace. 
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