Grace Lutheran Church July 19, 2026; 9:00 A.M.
1300 Kishwaukee Valley Road 8th Sunday after Pentecost
Woodstock, IL 60098

www.gracewoodstock.org
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

OPENING MUSIC
“Praise and Thanksgiving” setting, Kenneth T. Kosche (Augsburg Fortress)

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love. Amen.

OPENING HYMN
“Praise and Thanksgiving” ELW 689 (One License)

Please be seated.

WELCOME




GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in
the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8, Pew Bible, Old Testament, pg. 673
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17

The Psalms are found in the ELW, in the front section, beginning on page 339. We will read them responsively
together.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25, Pew Bible, New Testament, pg. 158
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, Pew Bible, New Testament, pg. 14 & 15
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Children are invited to come forward during the message.
SERMON

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” ELW 516 (Public Domain)

THE APOSTLES’ CREED ELW pg. 105

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world,

and all of creation. A brief silence.
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God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat. Where
we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among the complexities of
life, guide us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans,
microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s dedication
to hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in righteousness.
Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely toward the flourishing of
all. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted by war,
eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness to their
character, or illness or injury, especially those we now name aloud or in the silence of our
hearts . God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers, daycare
professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches, teachers preparing for the
coming academic year, and youth becoming first-time babysitters. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and places.
We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun in your
presence. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.

PEACE
After praying for the whole world, we receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s peace. We invite you
to share a sign of God’s peace with one another.

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Please be seated.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

OFFERING

Thank you for your generous offerings and commitment to Grace’s mission and
ministry. You are invited to place your financial offerings in the offering plate.
Additional ways to give include mailing your offering to the church office, or by giving
online: by texting the amount you would like to give to 877-698-3604, through the
Vanco Mobile App, or online at Grace’s website (Use the QR code provided). You are
also invited to call the church office to learn more about the automatic withdrawal
Electronic Giving Program.




OFFERING HYMN
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” ELW 733 (One License)

Please stand as you are able.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, . . . and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER ELW pg.112, left column

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All are welcome at the Lord’s table.
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Please be seated. The congregation will then commune, beginning with the front pews, you are invited to come
forward to receive the bread and wine or juice. Extend your hands to receive a wafer from the pastor or
communion assistant. Then please pick up one cup from the trays (red wine or white grape juice), and then place
the empty cup in a tray on the front pew before returning to your seat. Gluten free elements are available upon
request. If you would like the communion elements to be brought to you, please notify an usher.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“Lamb of God” WOV pg. 39 (Augsburg Fortress)
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“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” ELW 693 (Public Domain)

Please stand as you are able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
*+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN
“We Plow the Fields and Scatter” ELW 680 (One License)
DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING MUSIC
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” setting, James D. Campbell (One License)



Worship Team

A/V Team: Bill Nattress

Communion Assistants: Michelle Anderson, Sonia Brzezinski, Sheri Conover, Robin Gibbs, Mike
Phillips

Greeters: Mike Phillips

Acolyte: Cai Given

Reader: Cindy Meyer

Ushers: Carrie Jarnecke, Kevin Jarnecke, Bob Teuber

Children’s Sermon: Andy Bellavia

Altar Guild: Cindy Meyer, Janette Hess, Sheri Conover, Nan Behrns
Musicians: Jan Burns

Guest Pastor: Pastor Lu Cantrell

Lead Pastor: Pastor Amanda Bergstrom

Presence Light Sponsor:

In memory of Joan Russell, Sheri’s mom; given by the Conover family.

Bulletin Sponsors:

In honor of Andy’s birthday; given by Mary Beth Martin Bellavia.
In honor of our four grandchildren — Liam, Nolan, Eli, & Jordyn; given by the Conover family.

Thank you for sharing time to hear God’s word and pray together. A video recording of

worship will be posted to Grace’s website later in the day. You are welcome to join Grace
Lutheran Church’s Facebook group for news & ministry opportunities. Peace be with you as you
go forth to share God’s grace.
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