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Grace Lutheran Church                                          July 5, 2026; 9:00 A.M. 

1300 Kishwaukee Valley Road                                         6th Sunday after Pentecost 
Woodstock, IL 60098                                                
www.gracewoodstock.org                                      

 
 

  

 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

OPENING MUSIC  

 “This Is My Song”           setting, Robert A. Hobby (Augsburg Fortress) 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
source of hope in every nation, 

rest for the weary, 
glory and peace to the ends of the earth. Amen. 
 

Let us bring every burden to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of all mercy, 
we have sinned against you, 

our neighbors, and your creation. 
Within ourselves and our communities, 

our desire to do what is good 
is at war with the evil that dwells in us. 
We lament the evil that holds us captive. 

We repent of the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 

Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us 
for lives of compassion and courage 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

All-merciful, Almighty God 

forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of + Jesus Christ, 

and by the Spirit’s power 
strengthen you in doing what is good. 
Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN 
 “Lift Every Voice and Sing”             ELW 841 (Public Domain) 
 

Please be seated.  

WELCOME 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward in justice and freedom. 
Give to all living in these lands the blessings of well-being and harmony, but above all 

things give us faith in you, that our nation may bring glory to your name and blessings to 
all peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 

FIRST READING:       Zechariah 9:9-12, Pew Bible, Old Testament, pg. 883 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM:             Psalm 145:8-14 

The Psalms are found in the ELW, in the front section, beginning on page 339. We will read them responsively 
together.    
 

SECOND READING:    Romans 7:15-25a, Pew Bible, New Testament, pg. 157 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.   
 

Please stand as you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL  

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.  
      Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30, Pew Bible, New Testament, pg. 11 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  
Children are invited to come forward during the message. 
 

SERMON 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
 “Come to Me, O Weary Traveler”      ACS 1017 (One License) 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                             ELW pg. 105 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. A brief silence. 
 

Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every nation. Knit 
us together into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. Overcome our timidity to 
witness and act in the public square when your purpose is being thwarted. Bless rostered 

and lay leaders with clarity and courage as they center your people in the gospel. God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 
 

All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the Atlantic to 

the western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples over many 
centuries. As we take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you have 
fashioned, and enliven our will to ensure its health for future generations. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own 
divine life. We come from many nations with many languages; make us a united people that 

delights in our many different gifts. As the United States of America marks its declaration 
of independence, give those whom we have entrusted with authority the spirit of wisdom, 
and curb every abuse of that trust, so that both here and abroad, justice, humility, and 

peace may flourish. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who live with 
poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace people seeking refuge; 

those incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they once 
trusted. Give healing and hope to people in any oppression and need, especially these we 
name before you now aloud or in the silence of our hearts ___________.  God of grace, hear 

our prayer. 
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We remember before you those who have died in every generation: Jan Hus, executed for 
protesting the ecclesial system; Benedict, teacher of a prayerful life; and those who have 

died ensuring the freedoms of this country: people in the armed services, peace officers, 
advocates, and activists. Gather us, together with those who have gone before us, and with 

saints of every tribe and nation, into the holy city you have prepared. God of grace, hear 
our prayer. 
 

Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
After praying for the whole world, we receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s peace.  We invite you 
to share a sign of God’s peace with one another.  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

 
 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, 
for waves of grain and harvesters, 

fruitful vines and winepresses, 
for our labor and our rest, 
for the gifts of your hand in this land. 

Transform us and what we offer 
into the banquet of your compassion, 

serving your love without limits 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING  
Thank you for your generous offerings and commitment to Grace’s mission and 
ministry. You are invited to place your financial offerings in the offering plate. 
Additional ways to give include mailing your offering to the church office, or by giving 
online: by texting the amount you would like to give to 877-698-3604, through the 
Vanco Mobile App, or online at Grace’s website (Use the QR code provided).  You are 
also invited to call the church office to learn more about the automatic withdrawal 
Electronic Giving Program.  
 

OFFERING HYMN    
 “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”      ELW 771 (One License) 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING    

 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, . . . and join their unending hymn: 

   

  

  

  

 
  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

Holy God … 
 

Remembering, therefore … 
…mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

God, shed your grace on us…. 
…now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                     ELW pg.112, left column 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION     
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven: 
Taste and know that God is good to all. 
 

Please be seated. The congregation will then commune, beginning with the front pews, you are invited to come 
forward to receive the bread and wine or juice. Extend your hands to receive a wafer from the pastor or 
communion assistant. Then please pick up one cup from the trays (red wine or white grape juice), and then place 
the empty cup in a tray on the front pew before returning to your seat. Gluten free elements are available upon 
request. If you would like the communion elements to be brought to you, please notify an usher. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 “Lamb of God”                                                    WOV pg. 39 (Augsburg Fortress) 

  

  

  

    
 “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”            ELW 888 (Public Domain) 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, God of heaven and earth, 

that you fill our deepest need 
with the very gift of Jesus Christ, 

broken and poured out for us. 
Pour us out into a broken world. 
Channel our common life 

toward the common good, 
following the way our Savior leads us 

now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to 

feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

 
 

AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION IN CIVIC LIFE  
The presiding minister addresses those affirming Christian vocation in civic life. 
 

People of God, you are chosen and named as God’s beloved. 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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You have received the gift of Christian vocation, 
a holy calling lived out in various dimensions of your life, 

your relationships and communities, 
your work and your rest. 

Daily and richly we live in the promises of holy baptism, 
sustained by grace to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 
 

I ask you, therefore: 

Will you endeavor to pattern your life on Jesus Christ, 
in gratitude to God and in service to others? 
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Will you strive to pursue the common good in public life, 

nurturing mutual care among neighbors near and far? 
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Will you pledge to bear witness in word and action, 

commending what is true and right, 
renouncing what is unjust and harmful, 

and working to mend what is flawed? 
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

The presiding minister continues. 

Sovereign God, your Son Jesus lived within the structures of society even as he spoke truth 
to those in power and challenged systems of oppression. Give to your servants courage, 

patience, and vision in their commitment to serve in Christ’s name. Empower us all in our 
Christian vocation to be courageous disciples and responsible citizens. Grant that our life 
in the public realm be grounded in love for our neighbors, care for the most vulnerable, and 

respect for the common life we share, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING  
The Author of life, 

the Word of salvation, 
the Breath of new birth, 
+ one God, bless you 

and equip you for living and serving, 
today and every day. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN 

 “This Is My Song”          ELW 887 (One License) 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING MUSIC 
 “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”          setting, Robert J. Powell (One License) 
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Worship Team 
A/V Team: Mark Miller 
Communion Assistants: Michelle Anderson, Johanna Bergstrom, Doug Noe,  

Mary Noe, Karen Reinhard 
Greeters: Doug Noe, Mary Noe 
Reader: Karen Reinhard 
Ushers: Beth Miller, John Widmayer 
Children’s Sermon: Jen Freeman 
Altar Guild: Beth Miller, Michelle Anderson, Andy Bellavia, Mary Beth Bellavia 
Musicians: Jan Burns 
Lead Pastor: Pastor Amanda Bergstrom 
 
 

 
Presence Light Sponsor:  

 
In honor of the blessings received and in celebration of Bob Laird's birthday (July 8); given by 
Janice Laird. 
 
 

Bulletin Sponsors: 
  

In memory of Marlene L. Teuber and in honor of Robert W. Teuber; given by Robert B. 
Teuber. 

 
 

 

Thank you for sharing time to hear God’s word and pray together.  A video recording of  

worship will be posted to Grace’s website later in the day. You are welcome to join Grace 

Lutheran Church’s Facebook group for news & ministry opportunities. Peace be with you as you 

go forth to share God’s grace. 
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Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Other liturgy and 

song used by permission OneLicense.net © Church Anew. Used with Permission #A-704477and CCLI License #546408. Worship 
Resources:  US Semiquincentennial, July 2026 from Sundays and Seasons, copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 
 

 


