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Alleliia/
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

OPENING MUSIC
“The Strife Is O'er” arr. Robert J. Powell (One License)

Please stand as you are able.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us, the Kishwaukee Headwaters,
the Rock River, and Lake Michigan.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.
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Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

“Jesus Christ is Risen Today” ELW 365 (Public Domain)
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1 Je - sus Christ is ris’n to - day, Al - le - lu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu - ial
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al - le - lu - ia!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le - n - ia!
un - to Christ, our heav'n-ly king, Al - le - lu - ial
our sal - va - tion have pro-cured; Al - le - lu - ia!
praise e - ter - nal as  his love; Al - le - lu - ial
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who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - lu - ia!
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - Iu - ia!
now a - bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - lu - ia!
praise him, all you heav'n-ly host, Al - le - In - ial
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suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - Iu - ia!
where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - lu - ia!
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - lu - ia!

Please be seated.
WELCOME

Please stand as you are able.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE

“This Is the Feast” ELW pg.
(verse 1- low voices, verse 2- high voices, verses 3, 4, & refrain- all)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and
by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die
every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Please be seated.
FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43
A reading from Acts.

Peter began to speak to [the people]: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of
all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him
to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Give thanks to the LorD, for the LORD is good;

God’s mercy endures forever.

Let Israel now declare,

“God’s mercy endures forever.”

The LORD is my strength and my song,

and has become my salvation.

Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!

The right hand of the LORD is exalted!

The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!”

I shall not die, but live,

and declare the works of the LORD.

The LORD indeed punished me sorely,

but did not hand me over to death.

Open for me the gates of righteousness;

I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
“This is the gate of the LORD;

here the righteous may enter.”

I give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.

The stone that the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.

By the LoRD has this been done;

it is marvelous in our eyes.

This is the day that the LORD has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4, Pew Bible, New Testament, pg. 201
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on the things that are above, not
on the things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be
revealed with him in glory.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew 28:1-10, Pew Bible, New Testament, pg. 33



After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake,
for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone
and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. For
fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was
crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place
where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is
my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran
to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “"Greetings!” And they came
to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not
be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see
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me.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

Children are invited to come forward during the message.

SERMON

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!”

ELW 382 (Public Domain)
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1 Christ is ris-en! Al - le - lu-ia! Ris - en our vic - to - rious head!
2 Christ is ris-en! All the sad-ness of our Lent-en fast is o’er;
3 Christis ris-en! All the sor-row that last eve-ning round him lay
4 Christ is ris-en! Hence-forthnev-er death or hell shall us en - thrall.
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Sing  his prais - es! Al - le - lu - ia! Christ is ris-en from the dead!
through the o - pen gatesof glad-ness he re-turnsto life once more;
now has found a glo-rious mor-row in the ris-ing of to - day.
We are Christ’s,in him for - ev - er we have tri-umphedo - ver all
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Grate-ful - ly our hearts a - dore him as  his light once more ap - pears;
death and hell be - fore him bend-ing see himrise, the vic - tor now,
See the grave its first-fruits giv - ing, spring-ing up from ho - ly ground;
All  the doubt-ing and de - jec - tion of  our trem-bling hearts have ceased;
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bow - ing down in joy be-fore him, ris - ing up from griefs and tears.
an - gels on his steps at-tend-ing, glo - ry round his wound-ed brow.
Christ was dead, but now is liv-ing; he was lost, but he is found.
hail the day of res-ur-rec-tion! Let us rise and keep the feast.



Refrain
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Sing his prais-es! Al -le - lu-ia! Christis ris-en from the dead!

NICENE CREED
Let us confess our faith with the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world,
let us pray for the needs of all creation. A brief silence.



Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life.
Dispel our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the
earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful
stewards of all you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where
violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving
Spirit to transform and redeem. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and
afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain, especially those we now name
aloud or in the silence of our hearts . Reveal yourself to them as
the Risen One. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s
resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory
over death in word and deed. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your
resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

PEACE
After praying for the whole world, we receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s peace.
We invite you to share a sign of God’s peace with one another.

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Please be seated.

OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and
thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and
mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

OFFERING

Thank you for your generous offerings and commitment to Grace’s mission
and ministry. You are invited to place your financial offerings in the offering
plate. Additional ways to give include mailing your offering to the church
office, or by giving online: by texting the amount you would like to give to
877-698-3604, through the Vanco Mobile App, or online at Grace’s website
(Use the QR code provided). You are also invited to call the church office
to learn more about the automatic withdrawal Electronic Giving Program.




OFFERING ANTHEM
8:00 a.m.:

“Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”

10:00 a.m.:
“Now the Green Blade Rises”

Please stand as you are able.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

Paul Gerhardt/Deborah Govenor

arr. Jonathan Strommen Campbell
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .

. . and join their unending hymn:
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER

ELW pg. 145, left column



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All are welcome at the Lord’s table.
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

Please be seated. The congregation will then commune, beginning with the front pews, you are
invited to come forward to receive the bread and wine or juice. Extend your hands to receive a wafer
from the pastor or communion assistant. Then please pick up one cup from the trays (red wine or
white grape juice), and then place the empty cup in a tray on the front pew before returning to your
seat. Gluten free elements are available upon request. If you would like the communion elements to
be brought to you, please notify an usher.

DISTRIBUTION ANTHEM - 8 A.M.

“Our Risen Lord”
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Bob Moore (One License)

“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resound”

ELW 367 (One License)
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2 E - ter - nal is the gift he brings,
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“Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!”

ELW 383 (One License)
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1 Christ is ris-en! Shout Ho - san-na! Cel - e-brate this day of days!
2 Christ is ris-en! Raise your spir-its from the cav-ems of de - spair
3 Christ is ris-en! Earth and heav-en nev - er-more shall be the same.
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Walk with glad-ness in the morn-ing. See what love can do and dare.
Break the bread of new cre - a - tion where the world is still in  pain.
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In the des-ert all-sur-round-ing, see, a spread-ing tree has grown.
Drink the wine of res-ur - rec-tion, not a ser-vant, but a friend.
Tell its grim, de - mon-ic chor-us: “Christ is 1is - en! Get you gone!”
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Heal-ing leaves of ~ grace a - bound-ing bring a  taste of love un-known.
Je - sus is our strong com-pan-ion. Joy and peace shall nev-er end.
God the Firstand Last is with us. Sing Ho-san - na, ev-'ry - one!

Please stand as you are able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to
love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of
Jesus, Amen.

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your
word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your
love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and
give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the
dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *+ bless you now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

“Thine Is the Glory” ELW 376 (Public Domain)
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1 Thine is the glo - ry, r1is - en, con-qu’ring Son; end - less is the
2 Lo, Je- sus meets thee, ris - en from the tomb! Lov-ing - ly he

3 No more we doubt thee, glo - rious Prince of life; life is naught with-
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Son; end - less is the vic - try thou o’er death hast won!
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
CLOSING MUSIC
“Toccata (Symphony #5)” C. M. Widor (Public Domain)
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Worship Team

8am Service 10am Service

Communion Assistants: Elena Ayala, Robin Communion Assistants: Michelle

Gibbs, Doug Noe, Mary Noe Anderson, Mike Phillips, Adalynn Wedoff,
Greeters: Doug Noe, Mary Noe Elle Wedoff, AJ/JL Wedoff

Acolyte: David Ackerman, Julia Ackerman, Greeters: Carlos Acosta, Mike Phillips
Braxton O’Leary Acolyte: Tim Nellessen, Riley Poremba,
Reader: Sheri Conover Ally Rychtytzkyj

Ushers: Faith Metze, Robert Metze, Adele Readers: Kendrick Thomas, Madeline
Petersen John Widmayer Thomas, Norah Thomas, Addie Jo Wedoff
Children’s Sermon: Brent Filetti Ushers: Elena Ayala, Jen Freeman, Nancy

Kreznor, William Kreznor
Children’s Sermon: Jon Bergstrom

A/V Team: Bill Nattress

Decorating Coordinators: Karen Reinhard, Beth Miller

Altar Guild: Brian Gerloff, Carole Gerloff, Joy Aavang, Barb Aavang

Musicians: Jan Burns, Laudate, Chancel Choir, Carrie Filetti, Cherubs, Joyful Messengers,
Cindy Meyer, Sheri Conover, Tim May

Lead Pastor: Pastor Amanda Bergstrom

Presence Light Sponsor:
In memory of Jerry Johnson; given by Mary Johnson.

Bulletin Sponsors:
In memory of Carol Phillips; given by Mike Phillips.
To the glory of God; given by Marylee & Don Steinwehe.

Thank you for sharing time to hear God’s word and pray together. A video recording of

worship will be posted to Grace’s website later in the day. You are welcome to join Grace
Lutheran Church’s Facebook group for news & ministry opportunities. Peace be with you
as you go forth to share God’s grace.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002675. New Revised Standard Version
Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts,
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Other liturgy and song used by permission Onelicense.net © Church Anew.
Used with Permission #A-704477and CCLI License #546408.
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Grace Lutheran Church
1300 Kishwaukee Valley Road
Woodstock, IL 60098
www.gracewoodstock.org
Sunday Worship 9 A.M.

Upcoming Events
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VANV Grace Lutheran Church ,
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S Easter Decorations 2026 . AN a2 )=
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LY ) We give thanks to those listed below
who have helped make our Easter Season more festive: J’

IN MEMORY OF:

OUR PARENTS; GIVEN BY KEN & KATHY ZANK.

OUR GRANDSON, ALEX; GIVEN BY KEN & KATHY ZANK.

JERRY JOHNSON; GIVEN BY MARY JOHNSON.

BLAKE PANOS; GIVEN BY ANNE PANOS.

BoB & JOYCE SHOOK; GIVEN BY ROBIN GIBBS.

SHERI’'S PARENTS, JOAN & STAN RUSSELL; GIVEN BY THE CONOVER FAMILY.
KENNETH KULAS; GIVEN BY KRIS & DAN PAPROCKI.

CAROL PHILLIPS; GIVEN BY MIKE PHILLIPS.

ALL OUR LOVED ONES; GIVEN BY JOE & JUNE PIENSCHKE.

OUR PARENTS; GIVEN BY JOHN & MARY WIDMAYER.

MY HUSBAND, VIRGIL BOAL; GIVEN BY LAURA BOAL & FAMILY.

LEO & ELAINE HAULOTTE, LEONARD HAULOTTE, AND LINDA WILSON; GIVEN BY LAURA BOAL &
FAMILY.

GLORIA & FRANK HOLY; GIVEN BY TERRY FIGARD FAMILY.

MARY FIGARD & HAZEL POSTMA; GIVEN BY TERRY FIGARD FAMILY.

LOVED ONES; GIVEN BY DAN & JANETTE HESS.

FLOYD & RUTH ROSENQUIST; GIVEN BY THE BECKMAN FAMILY.

CLARK PHILLIPS & MARLIN MEYER; GIVEN BY PAUL & CINDY MEYER.

BoB UNGLAUBE; GIVEN BY BOB’S FAMILY.

SAM & RUTH HANING; GIVEN BY THE HANING FAMILY.

MARION & BETTY SMITH; GIVEN BY DAVID RICE.

MARILYN L. RICE; GIVEN BY DAVID RICE.

My DAD, DONALD HANNEMANN; GIVEN BY MICHELLE ANDERSON.

ELAINE BURCHAM; GIVEN BY WIL BURCHAM.

DWIGHT JENSEN; GIVEN BY THE JENSEN FAMILY.

THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED; GIVEN BY PAT HANING.

LOVED ONES; GIVEN BY KAREN REINHARD.

MY PARENTS, CARL & MARGE; GIVEN BY CARYL DIERKSON.

MY PARENTS AUGUST JAPP & ESTHER HUGHES; GIVEN BY BARBARA MURRY.
ELAINE BURCHAM; GIVEN BY AL & FAY WILSON.

ROBERT & ELEANOR GERLOFF; GIVEN BY THEIR CHILDREN.

OUR PARENTS: ESTHER, GUS, DON, BETTY, & ED; GIVEN BY WAYNE & BARBARA JAPP.

IN HONOR OF:

ROGER & CAROLE LONG; GIVEN BY MARK & BETH MILLER AND BRIAN & CAROLE GERLOFF.
OUR GRANDDAUGHTER, ELENA; GIVEN BY THE BELLAVIAS.

OUR CHILDREN & GRANDCHILDREN; GIVEN BY STUART & ANN GIVEN.

JANE GERLOFF; GIVEN BY WAYNE & BARBARA JAPP.

To THE GLORY OF GOD:

GIVEN BY MARYLEE & DON STEINWEHE.
GIVEN BY ANNE JOHNSON.
GIVEN BY DOUG & MARY NOE.
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