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What’s your starter word?  If you, too, have been playing the daily game, Wordle, have you landed on a 

fixed word to start guessing each day?  Maybe it’s later, arose, irate, least, or some other word that 

you are drawn to or one that contains your favorite combination of vowels or consonants most likely to 

occur. 

 

And whether or not you’ve heard of, or have been caught up in this game, where do you begin—each 

day, moment, encounter, or conversation—what is your starting point in life?  Do you begin with hope, 

cynicism, joy, anger, kindness, suspicion, generosity, apathy, and/or love? 

 

This March we enter into the season of Lent, a season I hold dear for the invitation to reflect and 

repent and return to God.  This is a time to enter into intentional faith practices as we journey toward 

Easter and Jesus’ resurrection.  And in this season ahead, I invite you to try beginning with grace. 

 

Begin this season by the grace of God that somehow makes beautiful things out of the dust, out of us.  

Begin each day renewed in the grace of God that grants a daily dying to sin and daily rising to walk in 

newness of life.  Begin each encounter in creation with attention to the grace bestowed in the signs of 

spring that will soon emerge.  Begin each conversation with grace, freely given for the other and for 

yourself. 

 

For it is by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.  

It is by grace through faith that we are free to love and live and begin again.  It is the grace of God that 

washes over us in baptism, forgives us our sin, nourishes us with the body and blood of Christ, and it 

is the grace of God that compels us to love and serve in the world for the well-being of others, of all. 

 

I pray that God’s grace will be for you a holy starting point, and a place of return too, where we all 

begin and end ever held together by the grace of God.  Be gentle with yourselves, for we are wearily 

entering this third year of the pandemic.  Receive God’s mercy and extend forgiveness to others.  

Begin in Grace, return to God always, and trust that God’s grace will ever lead you home. 

 

Blessings and peace to you in the changing seasons ahead, blessings upon your renewed beginnings 

in grace. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Amanda 
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PRAYERS-Please lift up these petitions in your prayers—To become a praying member of the Friends in Prayer, 

please submit name and e-mail address to dklabunde@gracewoodstock.org.               

World: Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, churchwide staff & their families, Bishop Jeff Clements, synod staff & their 

families, those serving in military conflicts, Arusha Town Lutheran Parish in Tanzania (our companion parish) 

Woodstock: Pastor Amanda Bergstrom & her family; Grace Staff; Grace Council       

Health Concerns: Erik Asher (son of Stephane Fylpaa-Asher), Charlie Bell (friend of Jamielynn Wedoff), Mary 

Beth Martin-Bellavia, Mary Sue Boerner  (friend of Paul Lockwood & Diane Baker-Lockwood), Nancy Brown, 

Myron Callihan (brother of Susan Payton), Jim Davis, Lori Dechant, Patrice Dunn, Stephane Fylpaa-Asher, 

Robert Giron (brother of Patty Kozlow), Stuart Given, Tom Goggin, Hal Goodman (friend of Bob & Janice Laird), 

Becca Guenther (niece of Gretchen & Claude Hutchens), Tamasa Gutierrez (mother of Patty Kozlow), Leonard 

Haulotte (brother of Laura Boal), Denise Hoover, Anne Johnson, Nicholas Karasch (nephew of Jamielynn 

Wedoff), Steve Kosmen (loved one of the Koehn family), Anna Larsen (sister of Al Henniges), Amanda McNally 

(grandniece of Diane Baker-Lockwood), Kem Moran (friend of Barb Aavang), Linda Nogan (sister of Sheila 

Readel), Gloria Ogle, Alan Page (friend of Joe Evanoff), Linda Page (friend of Joe Evanoff), Georgia Petersdorf 

(sister-in-law of Gladys Renner), Pat Peterson, Barbara Readel, Sheila Readel, Jayne Reicher (great niece of 

Barb & Wayne Japp), Herb & Bev Renner (brother & sister in law of Ken & Gladys Renner), Nick Resek (son of 

Tammy Resek-Goggin), Jessie & Sue Robertson (friends of Ron, Mary & Kimberly Koehn), Deacon Judy 

Rooney, Diane Rouse (cousin of Lisa Washkowiak), Nathan  Ruffino, Nicholas Ruffino , Joan Russell (mother 

of Sheri Conover), John Rust (Aavang family friend), Colton Sciluffo (infant son of a friend of Joy Oberman), 

Nathaniel Shipp (family friend of Brian Meyers), Ann Sinnett (friend of Shirley Berna), Kathy Stone, Dave 

Sundby (brother-in-law of Deborrah Evanoff), Samuel Sweeney (nephew of Melissa McMahon), Josh Tillman, 

Brian Tobin (grandson of Enn Teetsov), Marilyn Vanskike (friend of Cathy Meyer), Bev Visconti, Addie Jo 

Wedoff, Nick Wedoff, George Werres (brother-in-law of Don & Judy Rooney), Esther Wienke       

Sorrow: Lauren Schindler 

Joy: Baptism of Cooper James Hurckes (son of Christopher & Ashley Hurckes) 

If  you wish to add a prayer request for the newsletter, please call the church office at 815-338-0554. Your prayer concern will run for one 

week and may be renewed. Submissions to the Friends in  Prayer  e-mail and phone teams may also be submitted by telephone to the 

church office or by  e-mail to Gracewoodstock.org. Due to confidentiality laws, hospitals no longer notify churches or pastors when a 

member is hospitalized. If you or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or is admitted to the hospital, please call the 

church office.  

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER–The deadline for the April newsletter is March 15th.  Please send articles to Tammy Baier 

at tbaier@gracewoodstock.org, or the church office.  Questions: Call the office at 815-338-0554. 

CALLING ALL DRAMATIC READERS—A highlight of Palm/Passion Sunday is always the dramatic reading of 

one of the Gospels—the parts that relate to Holy Week. This year, our reading is from Luke and we need 10 

to 12 volunteers to be willing to rehearse after the April 3rd service and narrate or read a specific part at 

the April 10th (Palm Sunday) service. If that sounds like something you’re willing or able to do, please email 

Paul Lockwood at apelofaguy@aol.com by March 15th with your name and whether you can read a little, a 

lot or something in between.  Thanks! 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS—Beginning March 1, 2022, Tammy Baier will be the new interim Director 

of Communications at Grace Lutheran Church.  All future newsletter articles and announcements can be 

sent to Tammy at  tbaier@gracewoodstock.org. 

mailto:tbaier@gracewoodstock.org
mailto:tbaier@gracewoodstock.org
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER SUNDAY 
 

Palm/Passion Sunday, April 10 

9:00 A.M. (Sanctuary & Livestream) 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 14 

12:00 P.M. (Sanctuary) 

7:00 P.M. (Sanctuary & Livestream) 

 

Good Friday, April 15 

12:00 P.M. (Sanctuary) 

7:00 P.M. (Sanctuary & Livestream) 

 

Easter Sunday, April 17 

7:00 A.M. (Sanctuary & Livestream) 

9:00 A.M. (Sanctuary & Livestream) 

WORSHIP THIS MARCH 
 

Lent.  This March, we enter the season of Lent with an invitation to the discipline of Lent: self-examination 

and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love.  Blessings on your time set apart 

to worship God, dwell in the word, be a part of the body of Christ, and enter into the faith practices of this 

season. 

 

Ash Wednesday.  On Ash Wednesday, Wednesday, March 2 we gather for worship at 12:00 P.M. & 7:00 

P.M.  If you would like to pick up a container of ashes to prepare for worship at home, please stop by the 

church office before or on March 2.  Both worship services will be held in the sanctuary, and the 7 P.M. 

service will be livestreamed on Grace's YouTube channel 

 

Sundays.  We look forward to sharing in worship with you on Sundays at 9 A.M. in the sanctuary, via 

YouTube livestream or the posted worship videos on our website. 

 

 

Lent Daily Devotional & Sunday Devotions Conversations.  We are entering the season of Lent, those forty 

days leading up to Easter.  It's a time when the church and we as individuals seek the promise of the light 

that Easter holds for us.  It's a journey we can do alone or better still, surrounded by others who seek the 

sunrise of what Easter means to us.  

  

Grace Lutheran Church invites you to participate in daily devotions on your own and/or join us for Lenten 

conversations before service on Sundays.  Printed copies of the daily devotional that we will be using are 

available for pick up, and an electronic version is available through the weekly Grace Notes email.  

  

Our conversations will take place in the parlor with the help of a facilitator.  Join us from 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 

a.m. on March 6, March 13, March 20, March 27, April 3, & April 10. 

  

In this pandemic when so many have been alone or in isolation, we can find company in the life-giving 

words and presence of one another.  Come join us. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC113UkzKEbwFdtSHPbzatPA/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC113UkzKEbwFdtSHPbzatPA/featured?app=desktop
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SUNDAY SCHOOL—STEWARDS OF GOD AND SHARING OUR TALENT—Sunday School Students Are Living 

Out the Understanding of Being a Steward! Over the past 7 months, it has been a joy to watch from the 

teacher perspective how the children have responded to Sunday School. They are learning what it 

means to be a Steward of God and to share their riches, talent and time. In February we created 

valentines for those in the hospital and for a special individual that has shared their time, talent and 

riches on them. Please note that in March, we will only be meeting on Sunday, March 13th. If you have 

any questions please email Jamielynn Wedoff at jamielynn@wedoffphotography.com  

YSJ "YOUTH STANDING WITH JESUS!” 

 

Youth Room- Our Confirmation and YSJ youth are looking forward to many years of great memories in 

their fresh new space where they can connect and grow in their faith journeys.  We are 

collecting  photos of past Lutherdale and Sky Ranch trips for a collage in the youth room.  Please bring 

photos to church or send digital copies. 

 

Mobile Food Pantry-  YSJ is committed to helping distribute food to our community members in need on 

the first Monday of each month from 3:00—-5:30pm.  Future pantry dates are March 7th, April 4th, May 

2nd, and June 13th.  Please join in whenever you can!   RSVP’s are preferred by the Thursday prior to 

our service date!  

 

Wednesday Drop In Nights - Come together for connection, conversation, activities, service planning and 

more!  (You can even bring a friend)  

Join the fun from 7:30- 8:30pm  March 1, 8, 15, and 22.  See you there! 

 

Through the Month of March- YSJ is learning about different types of community and global outreach, 

identifying need, and the important impact we can make through compassion, action and education. 

 

SUMMER CAMP at LOMC July 24—29th— Does hiking, canoeing, team building, a service project and 

worship around a campfire sound GREAT to you? Please contact Carrie Fiorina in the church office for 

registration information if you were unable to attend the parent meeting in January. YSJ has room for a 

few more campers!  

GRACE PRESCHOOL UPDATES—The Preschool has had a quiet February.  We were able to celebrate 

Valentine’s Day in our classrooms with a Valentines exchange and a little celebratory snack time.  

Coming up on March 7th, the Preschool will be holding a Flower Bulb fundraiser. All the money raised 

will be going to the preschool to help keep our program prospering. You will be able to order online or 

with paper order form. The website for our fundraiser will be starting on March 7th and a link will be 

sent out in Grace Notes as the date approaches. We will have a table in the Narthex March 13th 

through March 27th for anyone who would like to look or place an order for 

the wonderful assortment of flower bulbs, seeds, and vertical gardening 

bags. We also hope that March brings much needed warmer weather and 

will allow us to enjoy our outdoor playground once more.   
 

Coming up on April 7th, the preschool will be having an all-day fundraiser at 

Panera Bread in Woodstock.  Please look for the fundraising flyer in the 

Grace Notes and on the preschool or Grace Lutheran Church Facebook 

page.  If you would like a paper flyer, you can pick one up at the church 

office. 

mailto:jamielynn@wedoffphotography.com
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CONGREGATIONAL RESOURCING EVENT—The Northern Illinois Synod’s annual Congregational 

Resourcing Event (CRE) will be held on Saturday, March 12, 2022, via Zoom from 8:30 a.m. – 2:15 

p.m.  Save the date and look for more information and registration at https://nisynod.org/programs/

cre to participate in this synod-wide gathering for worship and a variety of ministry resources and 

workshops. 

SUNDAY BOOK CLUB—Meets in person in the Parlor and on zoom on Sundays at 10:00.  We have just 

started a new fiction book called “June Bug” by Chris Fabry.  Purchase of the book is not necessary as 

we read through it together and have lively discussions. New members are always welcome, just stop in 

the Parlor after services or call Shirley Busse at (815)338-9063 for the link to join in via zoom.  

STAFF & COUNCIL RETREAT—On 

January 22nd Grace’s church staff 

and council gathered for prayer, 

conversation, calendar planning for 

the year ahead, goal setting, and 

conversation about future mission 

and ministry.  We rejoice in the many 

gifts that are shared by these 

leaders, and give thanks for your 

prayers and sharing in ministry. 

SENIOR PINOCHLE CLUB— Did you know that social 

interaction is the number one activity to prevent 

dementia?  Come join us on March 9th & 23rd in Room 

102 from 1:00 – 4:00 and keep those brain cells 

active.  We are a small group and masks are required.  

We are willing to teach new players, so please join us 

for some fun brain stimulating fellowship!  
 

For more information, please contact Shirley Busse at 

(815) 338-9063. 

MINISTRY AND MISSION DISCERNMENT—Thank you all for continuing to join in prayer as we discern 

how God is calling us forward in mission and ministry.  We also thank those who took time to share in 

conversation and reflection at one of the conversation gatherings.  All of the input received has been 

valuable and provides the council with many considerations as we move forward.  Council members 

held a retreat on February 26th to reflect on the ministry reflections shared and to listen for how the 

Spirit is leading us to adapt and change as we continue to discern future mission priorities; that 

discernment will be shared as it develops. 

 

One of the steps we have taken is to pause Midweek Lenten services, but an alternative faith practice 

with time for shared reflection will be offered.  Please see the Lenten devotionals invitation on page 3. 

 

As always, thank you for participating in the life of our faith community through your commitments of 

time, presence, volunteering, and giving. 

SUMMER KICKOFF—Winter 

will not be here forever, soon 

there will be signs of new life 

in spring, and then—summer!   

 

Save the dates for a fun 

summer kickoff on the Grace 

grounds.  
 

June 4—5, 2022 

https://nisynod.org/programs/cre
https://nisynod.org/programs/cre
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BIBLE PRESENTATION—On January 23 

students received Bibles during 

worship.  Please join in prayer for their 

dwelling in the word of God as they read 

and hear the good news of Jesus. 

  

Students include those pictured 

here:  Evan Lanham, Timothy Nellessen, 

Josephine Arana, and Audrey Wedoff 

EASTER FLOWERS AT GRACE—Help provide decorations for our sanctuary this Easter. Give a gift in 

“honor of someone” or “in memory of a loved one” or “to the glory of God.”   

 

You can mail in your request or bring it into the office, along with you $15.00 gift to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1300 Kishwaukee Valley Rd., Woodstock, IL 60098. Please print your request clearly, just as 

you want it to appear. Payments are due in the office by April 3, 2022. 

  

Easter Lilies can be picked up following the 9:00 a.m. Easter worship service and if any are left over, 

we are going to share them with our homebound members. 

 

Amount:  ________________________ 
 
CHOOSE ONE PER COUPON: 

In Memory Of: 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor Of: 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
To the Glory of God: 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Given By: 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
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Narcan, Live4Lali.  Friends in Christ, this past month I met with rostered ministers from our NE 

Conference (McHenry & DeKalb counties).  This was our first monthly conference meeting in 2 years 

that was not held on Zoom.  We worshipped together and then received training for administering 

Naloxone/Narcan, a lifesaving antidote to overdose from opioids.  If you or someone you know would 

like to learn more about community resources, please reach out, and/or here are a few resources for 

overdose prevention and harm reduction, treatment and recovery, help for substance use, and 

support.   Peace, Pastor Amanda 

 

Live4Lali – substance use education, peer support, advocacy, and harm reduction, with a mobile 

outreach weekly in Woodstock 

 

      A Way Out - McHenry County - offers substance abuse assessment 24/7 to anyone in McHenry 

 County that wishes to seek recovery 

 

McHenry County CRISIS LINE (24/7 ASSISTANCE): 1-800-892-8900 - anyone who needs to talk or 

who is looking for someone to help them explore options to work through a crisis can call the 

Crisis Line. 

 

MCHELP APP - is a free, anonymous texting service that allows you to find immediate help. The 

service is available 24/7. It is completely anonymous and is staffed with trained, licensed 

counselors to support anyone who has a concern or a crisis. Click one of the buttons below to 

download the app. 

Presence Light Sponsors:  
 

March 6th:   

•  is in honor of Laura’s birthday, 

on March 1st, given by Beth & 

Mark Miller.  

March 13th: 

•  is in memory of Laine Berlin & 

Carrie Vought, given by Jane & 

Jack Berlin.  

 

Bulletin Sponsors: 
 

March 2nd: 

• In memory of my Aunt Lillian French, given by Bib & Joyce 

Shook 

March 6th:   

•  are in memory of Marge Birk, and other members of the 

sewing circle who have passed, given by Caryl Dierksen. 

• Are in memory of Marie Spencer my mother, given by Bev 

Unglaube (daughter). 

March 13th: 

•  are in memory of Mollie Beardsley, given by Charlotte 

Beardsley 

• Are to the glory of God, given by Diane Schulz 

March 20th: 

•  are in memory of her loving husband, Vernon, given by 

Borghild E. Stenoien 

March 27th: 

• are in honor of our 3 grandsons - Liam, Nolan and Eli, 

given by the Conover family 

  

https://live4lali.org/
https://www.mchenrycountyil.gov/county-government/departments-j-z/state-s-attorney-s-office/programs-and-initiatives/a-way-out
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/mchelp/id1146075267
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.goodbarber.mchelp&hl=en
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Visit the Grace website for the most up-to-date information for all 

that is happening  at Grace! gracewoodstock.org 

 

 

GRACE STAFF & COUNCIL 
  

Lead Pastor 

Rev. Amanda Bergstrom  

abergstrom@gracewoodstock.org 
 

Administrative Secretary 

Denise Klabunde 

dklabunde@gracewoodstock.org                            
 

Office Assistant/Bookkeeper/ 

Confirmation Coordinator 

Carrie Fiorina 

cfiorina@gracewoodstock.org 
 

Director of Senior Ministries  

Shirley Busse 
 

Interim Director of Communications 

Tammy Baier 

tbaier@gracewoodstock.org                                
 

Parish Musicians 

Terry Aavang, Jan Burns, Dale Carlson,      

  Tammy Baier, Carrie Filetti                      
 

Director of Preschool Ministry 
Casey Dezwijger 

cdezwijger@gracewoodstock.org 
 

Sunday School Coordinator 

Jamielynn Wedoff 
 

Building Supervisor 

Ken Zank 
 

Custodians 

Chris & Kim Ethridge 
 

Officers & Council 

Andy Bellavia, Lisa Gerloff-Banker,  

Diana Frisbie, Gayle Hoch, Kevin Kleinjan, 

Paul Lockwood, Mike Liedtke, Matt Meiners, 

Mary Noe, Robert Teuber 

council@gracewoodstock.org 

eGIVING OPTIONS- In addition to weekly offering envelopes, Grace has 

additional electronic giving options available.  Please give in the way 

that is most convenient for you and let us know if you have any 

questions. 
 

Give Online at our website: gracewoodstock.org 
 

Give by Text by texting 877-698-3604 

• Enter the 10-digit number (877-698-3604) and the amount you 

wish donate, then press send, and follow the prompts to complete 

your donation. 
 

Give through Vanco Mobile App by downloading the app 

• Go to the App Store or Google Play and search “Vanco Mobile” to   

      quickly find and download the app for free.  

• Search “Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church” to select Grace in 

Woodstock, IL, then select Give to select an amount, General 

Operating Fund, and frequency, and the app will prompt you 

through completing your donation. 

 

Give through automatic withdrawal program. To participate, please 

complete an enrollment form and return to the church office to 

schedule pre-authorized electronic funds transfer (EFT) from your bank 

account.  You can change, stop, or temporarily hold your giving by 

contacting Grace’s church office 4 business days in advance of a 

scheduled contribution. 

 
Please contact the church office (815-338-0554)  

if you have any questions. 

https://www.gracewoodstock.us/

