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Trusting in God’s Work 
 

In these winter days, in the church season of the weeks after Epiphany, where are you seeing God at 

work?  How is Jesus being revealed to you today? 
 

I find myself dwelling in the tension of eager 

impatience for change and renewed appreciation for 

the depth and mystery of God’s timing and new 

beginnings.  Here are a few places I’ve been seeing 

God at work:  in a friend compassionately organizing 

and advocating for their neighbor’s well-being and 

access to basic necessities, in people stepping up to 

serve in new ways, in leaders tending to faithful 

practices of planting seeds and nurturing deep roots, 

patiently building community that would last and 

endure. 
 

In part of the communion liturgy for Christmas 

there’s a phrase from the gospel of John that speaks 

to the work of God in Jesus—present in the Word, 

opening our eyes to see anew:   
 

“In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and 

radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God 

made visible, we may be drawn to love the God 

whom we cannot see.” (ELW, Christmas Preface) 
 

Friends in Christ, I pray that Christ is continually 

revealed as God opens eyes of faith to trust and see 

God’s work. 
 

At our Epiphany worship service this year, Deacon 

Judy Rooney shared a powerful prayer from Pierre 

Teilhard de Chardin.  May we join in prayer this 

February and share in faithful trust for God’s work in 

our lives, congregation, and the world. 

      Peace, 

      Pastor Amanda 

Trust in the Slow Work of God 
 

Above all, trust in the slow work of God  

We are quite naturally impatient in everything 

to reach the end without delay  

We should like to skip the intermediate stages.  

We are impatient of being on the way to some-

thing unknown, something new.  
 

And yet it is the law of all progress  

that it is made by passing through some stages 

of instability 

and that it may take a very long time.  
 

And so I think it is with you; 

your ideas mature gradually – let them grow,  

let them shape themselves, without undue 

haste.  

Don’t try to force them on,  

as though you could be today what time  

(that is to say, grace and circumstances acting 

on your own good will)  

will make of you tomorrow.  
 

Only God could say what this new spirit  

gradually forming within you will be.  

Give Our Lord the benefit of believing  

that his hand is leading you,  

and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself  

in suspense and incomplete.  
 

- Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, S.J. (1881-1955) 
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PRAYERS-Please lift up these petitions in your prayers—To become a praying member of the Friends in Prayer, 

please submit name and e-mail address to dklabunde@gracewoodstock.org.               

World: Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, churchwide staff & their families, Bishop Jeff Clements, synod staff & their 

families, those serving in military conflicts, Arusha Town Lutheran Parish in Tanzania (our companion parish) 

Woodstock: Pastor Amanda Bergstrom & her family; Grace Staff; Grace Council           

Health Concerns: Erik Asher (son of Stephane Fylpaa-Asher), Robyn Bates (friend of Denise Klabunde), Charlie 

Bell (friend of Jamielynn Wedoff), Mary Beth Martin-Bellavia, Mary Sue Boerner  (friend of Paul Lockwood & 

Diane Baker-Lockwood), Nancy Brown, Myron Callihan (brother of Susan Payton), Jim Davis, Lori Dechant, 

Patrice Dunn, Stephane Fylpaa-Asher, Robert Giron (brother of Patty Kozlow), Stuart Given, Tom Goggin, Hal 

Goodman (friend of Bob & Janice Laird), Becca Guenther (niece of Gretchen & Claude Hutchens), Tamasa 

Gutierrez (mother of Patty Kozlow), Leonard Haulotte (brother of Laura Boal), Denise Hoover, Anne Johnson, 

Nicholas Karasch (nephew of Jamielynn Wedoff), Steve Kosmen (loved one of the Koehn family), Anna Larsen 

(sister of Al Henniges), Amanda McNally (grandniece of Diane Baker-Lockwood), Kem Moran (friend of Barb 

Aavang), Linda Nogan (sister of Sheila Readel), Gloria Ogle, Alan Page (friend of Joe Evanoff), Linda Page 

(friend of Joe Evanoff), Georgia Petersdorf (sister-in-law of Gladys Renner), Pat Peterson, Barbara Readel, 

Sheila Readel, Jayne Reicher (great niece of Barb & Wayne Japp), Herb & Bev Renner (brother & sister in law 

of Ken & Gladys Renner), Nick Resek (son of Tammy Resek-Goggin), Jessie & Sue Robertson (friends of Ron, 

Mary & Kimberly Koehn), Deacon Judy Rooney, Diane Rouse (cousin of Lisa Washkowiak), Nathan  Ruffino, 

Nicholas Ruffino , Joan Russell (mother of Sheri Conover), John Rust (Aavang family friend), Colton Sciluffo 

(infant son of a friend of Joy Oberman), Nathaniel Shipp (family friend of Brian Meyers), Ann Sinnett (friend of 

Shirley Berna), Kathy Stone, Dave Sundby (brother-in-law of Deborrah Evanoff), Samuel Sweeney (nephew of 

Melissa McMahon), Josh Tillman, Brian Tobin (grandson of Enn Teetsov), Marilyn Vanskike (friend of Cathy 

Meyer), Bev Visconti, Addie Jo Wedoff, Nick Wedoff, George Werres (brother-in-law of Don & Judy Rooney), 

Esther Wienke                                                                                                                                                                    

Sorrow: Louise Smith, Ruth Zirves 

If  you wish to add a prayer request for the newsletter, please call the church office at 815-338-0554. Your prayer concern will run for one 

week and may be renewed. Submissions to the Friends in  Prayer  e-mail and phone teams may also be submitted by telephone to the 

church office or by  e-mail to Gracewoodstock.org. Due to confidentiality laws, hospitals no longer notify churches or pastors when a 

member is hospitalized. If you or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or is admitted to the hospital, please call the 

church office.  

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER–The deadline for the March newsletter is February 15th.  Please send articles to Lauren 

Kleinjan at lkleinjan@gracewoodstock.org, or the church office.  Questions: Call the office at 815-338-0554. 

MISSION & MINISTRY CONVERSATION GATHERINGS—We hope you have already or will soon make plans to 

participate in one of the remaining meetings to share in conversation with one another as we reflect on 

ministry and listen for how the Spirit is leading us to adapt and change as we discern future mission 

priorities.  Two gatherings were held on January 25, and there are two more opportunities in the weeks 

ahead: 
 

Sunday, January 30, 10:15-11:15 A.M. (Luther Hall)  
 

Thursday, February 10, 7-8 P.M. (Zoom)  
 

Thank you for sharing in the life and ministry of Grace Lutheran Church. 

https://remote.gracewoodstock.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=4f00f6e84e7f4af8b86e446bcb13ffcd&URL=mailto%3alnattress%40gracewoodstock.org
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ANNUAL MEETING—There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, February 6 at 10:15 A.M. Please 

plan to attend this year’s annual meeting where we will vote on a budget for 2022. This year’s Annual 

Meeting will be held in hybrid format.  Annual Reports will be available in advance, sent by email and 

printed copies available at the Information Desk.  

GRACE SEWING CIRCLE UPDATES—Time for spring cleaning? Please remember Grace Sewing Circle as we 

would love to re-purpose your sheets (any kind), lightweight blankets, any fabrics, yarn, pillow stuffing or 

quilt batting.  We are missing our Marge, but still carrying on her legacy. We are back to sewing at home 

during the cold months (and Covid surge), so if you would be interested in joining us by sewing at home, 

please contact Tammy and I will get you set up. We have kits of squares that are ready to sew into lap 

quilt tops, either sorted in a pattern or you can create your own.  You could also cut out and sew small 

pillows. Instructions are available.  If you crochet or knit at home, the lap quilt size we make is about 

40”x60” and we would welcome any you wish to make. If you have access to Thrivent Action Teams and 

are not using those funds for anything else, please consider using it for Grace Sewing Circle so that we 

may purchase batting.  We have just boxed up 83 quilts ready to send to Lutheran World Relief and are 

busily compiling lap quilts & other items for local nursing homes. Thank you so much for your 

consideration and sharing!  If you have any questions, please contact Tammy Hansing  (815) 338-5387 

or Faith Watkins (815) 451-2592, or drop items in the foyer at church and we can collect it from there.   

Many hands are at work, but we welcome more if you wish to join us. 

WORSHIP THIS FEBRUARY 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.  This February we continue in faithful worship, ever centered 

on the word of God, the word of life, the good news of Jesus that meets us wherever we are.  This month 

we’ll hear good news of discipleship, blessing, love, and transfiguration. 

 

We look forward to sharing in worship with you: on Sundays at 9 A.M. in the sanctuary, via YouTube 

livestream or the posted worship videos on our website. 

Budget Review: Jan 30, 2022 at 11:30 AM and 

 

Annual Meeting: February 6, 2022 at 10:15 A.M.  

 

The Zoom meeting link will be emailed by Constant Contact before each meeting. 

  

Please call the church office if you would like to receive the phone number, meeting ID, 

and passcode to join the meeting by phone only. 

BUDGET REVIEW—Please join us on Sunday, January 30 at 11:30 A.M. in Luther Hall/via Zoom to review 

and ask questions about the upcoming budget in preparation for the Annual Meeting.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC113UkzKEbwFdtSHPbzatPA/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC113UkzKEbwFdtSHPbzatPA/featured
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SUNDAY SCHOOL—STEWARDS OF GOD AND SHARING OUR TALENT—Jesus LOVES all the children and 

this month, the children of Sunday School will learn how to be a steward of God by sharing their talents.  

We are going to use our talents to create different valentines to give to special people in our lives. We 

are going to do a flip this monrth and complete the action lesson during the first meeting (February 

13th) and the second time we meet (February 27th), we will discuss our results and apply it to a 

traditional Sunday School lesson.  Please join us! If you have any questions, please reach out to 

Jamielynn Wedoff at jamielynn@wedoffphotography.com. 

YSJ "YOUTH STANDING WITH JESUS!” 
 

YOUTH ROOM TAKE OVER—A huge THANK YOU to all 

who helped make the project possible! Our 

Confirmation and YSJ youth are looking forward to 

many years of great memories in their fresh new 

space where they can connect and grow in their faith 

journeys. We are collecting photos of past 

Lutherdale and Sky Ranch trips for a collage in the 

youth room. Please bring photos  to church or send 

digital copies to stylin1020@gmail.com. 
 

MOBILE FOOD PANTRY—YSJ is committed to helping distribute food to 

our community members in need on the first Monday of each month 

from 3-5:30pm.  Future pantry dates are Feb. 7th, March 7th, April 

4th, May 2nd, and June 13th.  Please join in whenever you 

can!   RSVP’s are preferred by the Thursday prior to our service 

date!  Contact Gretchen, Al or Kirsten. 
 

WEDNESDAY DROP IN NIGHTS—Come together for connection, conversation, activities, service planning 

and more!  (You can even bring a friend)  Join the fun from 7:30- 8:30pm    Feb. 2nd, 9th, 16th and 

23rd.  See you there! 
 

Through the month of February YSJ is focusing on the gifts God gives each of us to share with the world, 

how we identify the need for those gifts in the world around us, and the practice of spreading hope 

through small acts of kindness!   
 

Please bring magazines or publications that can be used to create our group vision board. 
 

SUMMER CAMP at LOMC JULY 24th—-29th—Please contact Carrie Fiorina in the church office for 

registration information if you were unable to attend the parent meeting in January, registration 

deposits need to be made this month to secure our spots.  

GRACE PRESCHOOL UPDATES—The preschool has enjoyed a quiet holiday season. This past month we 

are excited to see our students again after a long winter break. The Preschool Fair that was supposed to 

take place at the Woodstock Public Library on January 22 was unfortunately cancelled, but the library 

plans to reschedule the fair for early March. Coming soon, the Church will be hosting a fundraiser for the 

preschool on February 11th called Children’s Night In. The event is for children ages 3-9 years old. We 

will be providing pre-packaged snacks and the children will complete a craft before the movie starts. All 

children and families are welcome!  If you have any large or XL boxes you do not need, please donate 

them to our preschool for our Children’s Night In craft. They can be dropped off at the preschool. If you 

would like to volunteer as a chaperone for the Children’s Night In event, please contact Casey Dezwijger 

at (815) 338-0554 or at  cdezwijger@gracewoodstock.org. More information about this event will be 

coming soon.   Thank you for all of your support and love! 

mailto:stylin1020@gmail.com
mailto:cdezwijger@gracewoodstock.org
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CONGREGATIONAL RESOURCING EVENT—The Northern Illinois Synod’s annual Congregational 

Resourcing Event (CRE) will be held on Saturday, March 12, 2022, via Zoom from 8:30 a.m. – 2:15 

p.m.  Save the date and look for more information and registration at https://nisynod.org/programs/

cre to participate in this synod-wide gathering for worship and a variety of ministry resources and 

workshops. 

SENIOR PINOCHLE CLUB: DATE 

CHANGE—We are now meeting 

on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 

of each month in room 102 

from 1:00 – 4:00.  Masks are 

required.  Join us for some 

friendly games of pinochle on 

February 9th & 22nd.  We are 

willing to teach new players; join 

us for some fun!!  For more 

information, please call Shirley 

Busse at (815) 338-9063. 

SUNDAY BOOK CLUB—Meets in 

person and on zoom on 
Sundays at 10:00AM.  We are 
choosing a new fiction book on 
January 30th and will begin it 
on February 13th. Watch 
Grace Notes to find out what 
book we have voted on!  New 
members are always welcome, 
just stop in the Parlor after 
services or call Shirley Busse 
at (815) 338-9063 for the link 
to join in via zoom.  

S U M M E R 

KICKOFF—Winter 

will not be here 

forever, soon 

there will be 

signs of new life 

in spring, and 

then—summer!   

 

Save the dates 

for a fun summer 

kickoff on the 

Grace grounds.  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS—Grace Lutheran Church was excited to welcome new members on 

December 12, 2021.  We hope you’ll share in welcoming and getting to know those who are new to our 

church!  

Michelle Anderson from 

Woodstock. 

Cindy Walters from 

Woodstock.   

Deborah Story from Union. 

John Lovejoy and Yohanna 

Graham from Woodstock.   

(Elessar, Elminster, Ender) 

https://nisynod.org/programs/cre
https://nisynod.org/programs/cre
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Visit the Grace website for the most up-to-date information for all 

that is happening  at Grace! gracewoodstock.org 

 

 

GRACE STAFF & COUNCIL 
  

Lead Pastor 

Rev. Amanda Bergstrom  

abergstrom@gracewoodstock.org 
 

Administrative Secretary 

Denise Klabunde 

dklabunde@gracewoodstock.org                            
 

Office Assistant/Bookkeeper/ 

Confirmation Coordinator 

Carrie Fiorina 

cfiorina@gracewoodstock.org 
 

Director of Senior Ministries  

Shirley Busse 
 

Director of Communications 

Lauren Kleinjan 

lkleinjan@gracewoodstock.org                                
 

Parish Musicians 

Terry Aavang, Jan Burns, Dale Carlson,      

  Tammy Baier, Carrie Filetti                      
 

Director of Preschool Ministry 
Casey Dezwijger 

cdezwijger@gracewoodstock.org 
 

Sunday School Coordinator 

Jamielynn Wedoff 
 

Building Supervisor 

Ken Zank 
 

Custodians 

Chris & Kim Ethridge 
 

Officers & Council 

Andy Bellavia, Lisa Gerloff-Banker,  

Diana Frisbie, Gayle Hoch, Kevin Kleinjan, 

Paul Lockwood, Mike Liedtke, Matt Meiners, 

Mary Noe, Robert Teuber 

council@gracewoodstock.org 

Presence Light Sponsors:  

February 6th: 

·   In honor of our parents, Ken 

& Kathy Zank’s birthday’s 

January 31st and February 

17th, given by Chris & Kim 

Ethridge. 

February 13th: 

·  In memory of Virgil Boal, 

given by Laura Boal. 

February 20th: 

·   In loving memory of our 

Baba, Mary Pellock, given 

by Bob and Janice Laird. 

February 27th: 

·   In honor of our 56th wedding 

anniversary, given by Ken & 

Kathy Zank. 

Bulletin Sponsors: 

February 6th: 

·   In honor of my mother Carole Long’s birthday on 

the 7th, given by Beth & Mark Miller. 

·   In memory of Bill Lagerhausen, given by Peggy 

Lagerhausen and family. 

February 13th: 

·  In honor of our parents wedding anniversary on 

February 28th, given by Chris & Kim Ethridge. 

·   In memory of my husband-Virgil Boal, given by 

Laura Boal. 

February 20th: 

·   In memory of Ruth Zirves, given by Dr. Kenneth 

Millar. 

February 27th: 

·   In honor of our 56th wedding anniversary, given by 

Ken & Kathy Zank. 

eGIVING OPTIONS- In addition to weekly offering envelopes, Grace has 

additional electronic giving options available.  Please give in the way 

that is most convenient for you and let us know if you have any 

questions. 
 

Give Online at our website: gracewoodstock.org 
 

Give by Text by texting 877-698-3604 

• Enter the 10-digit number (877-698-3604) and the amount you 

wish donate, then press send, and follow the prompts to complete 

your donation. 
 

Give through Vanco Mobile App by downloading the app 

• Go to the App Store or Google Play and search “Vanco Mobile” to   

      quickly find and download the app for free.  

• Search “Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church” to select Grace in 

Woodstock, IL, then select Give to select an amount, General 

Operating Fund, and frequency, and the app will prompt you 

through completing your donation. 

 

Give through automatic withdrawal program. To participate, please 

complete an enrollment form and return to the church office to 

schedule pre-authorized electronic funds transfer (EFT) from your bank 

account.  You can change, stop, or temporarily hold your giving by 

contacting Grace’s church office 4 business days in advance of a 

scheduled contribution. 

 
Please contact the church office (815-338-0554)  

if you have any questions. 

https://www.gracewoodstock.us/

