Grace Lutheran Church

1300 Kishwaukee Valley Road
Woodstock, IL 60098
www.gracewoodstock.org

July 25, 2021; 9:00 A.M.
Sunday After Pentecost
Livestream: Grace Lutheran Church YouTube Channel
9th

Parking Lot- enter from Kishwaukee Valley Road: 89.3 FM

As you arrive in Grace’s parking lot, you will be welcomed by our parking lot
greeter. Please let them know if you will be remaining in the parking lot or
attending worship in the sanctuary. If you are in the parking lot, you can
pick up pre-filled communion elements and we invite you to turn your FM
radio to 89.3 to hear the worship service this morning.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
In preparation for worship at home, you may wish to light a candle. It can be a symbol of
the presence of Christ, the light of the world. If you wish to commune, please prepare wine
(or grape juice) and bread to be at hand when that part of the service arrives.
God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and voices to sing
your praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory and worship you in
spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen (ELW pg. 72)

OPENING MUSIC
Chorale Prelude on “The Church of Christ in Every Age”
Rotermund (One License)
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the God of manna,
the God of miracles,
the God of mercy. Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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God, our provider,
help us.
It is hard to believe there is enough to share.
We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.
We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.
Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for
your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the
true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING:
A reading from 2nd Kings.

2 Kings 4:42-44

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the man of
God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the
people and let them eat.” But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred
people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD,
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‘They shall eat and have some left.’ ” He set it before them, they ate, and had some left,
according to the word of the LORD.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM:

Psalm 145:10-18

All your works shall praise you, O LORD, and your faithful ones shall bless you.
They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power,
that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all
ages. You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.
The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, and you give them their food in due season.
You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works.
You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you faithfully.

SECOND READING:
A reading from Ephesians.

Ephesians 3:14-21

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and
on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that
you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I
pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth
and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more
than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 6:1-21

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large
crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus
went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival
of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus
said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test him,
for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages
would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two
fish. But what are they among so many people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.”
Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in
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all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to
those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were
satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be
lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by
those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had
done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” When
Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he
withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across
the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea
became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or
four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were
terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they wanted to take him into
the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
“The Church of Christ in Every Age”
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ELW 729 (One License)

CREED
Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all of creation. A brief silence.
We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring congregations.
Empower churches throughout the world and encourage missionaries who
accompany global neighbors. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration, that all people
may know your loving works. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and come to the aid
of those enduring sweltering heat. Nurture wheat and barley crops grown for the
nourishment of your people and conserve aquatic habitats and fish populations.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and corruption and
instruct those who lead to practice compassion and humility. Inspire them with a
vision of the common good and a commitment to ensure that all who hunger are
fed. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are unemployed or
underemployed, those unable to find affordable housing, those without health
insurance, and recovery to those who are facing the Delta COVID contagion.
Console those who grieve and hear the cries of those who call to you for healing,
especially those we now name aloud or in the silence of our hearts ____________.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have to serve those
in need. When we worry that we do not have enough resources for ministry, assure
us of your abundance. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them through all their
days, so dwell in our hearts, that we may have the power to comprehend, with all
the saints, the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your
saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE

After praying for the whole world, we receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s
peace. We invite you to share a physically distant sign of God’s peace with one anotherwave a greeting of peace to people around you, flash your lights, and/or text a greeting of
peace to someone.

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
Thank you for your generous offerings and commitment to Grace’s mission and ministry.
You are invited to place your financial offerings in a basket with the parking lot greeters on
your drive out of worship. Additional ways to give include mailing your offering to the
church office, or by giving online: by texting the amount you would like to give to 877-6983604, through the Give+ Mobile App, or online at Grace’s website. You are also invited to
call the church office to learn more about the automatic withdrawal Electronic Giving
Program.

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life,
you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world. Amen.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.…
With hearts full of memories and hopes,
we break this bread and share this cup,
remembering the death and resurrection of Christ,
and his promise to be with us always
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.…
Come down, O Love divine.
Come among us, O passionate Fire.
Come within us, O Spirit of unity.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Come, Holy Spirit.…
Bless us with gladness of heart.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Come, Holy Spirit.…
Fill us with gratitude and generosity
that we may bear the fruit of love in word and deed.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Praise to you, Author of creation.
Praise to you, O Beloved One.
Praise to you, O Giver of all good things.
Praise to you, blessed and holy Trinity,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
COMMUNION

Please receive the bread and cup when you are able to practice hand hygiene and physical
distancing- with hand sanitizer at your vehicle- or if needed, when you return home and are
able to wash hands and remove your face mask. As the pastor announces, “the body of
Christ, given for you”, participate in eating a piece of the bread. As the pastor announces,
“the blood of Christ, shed for you”, participate by drinking the wine (or grape juice).

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
COMMUNION SOLO
“By Your Hand You Feed Your People”

ELW 469, stanza 1 (One License)

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING HYMN
“Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen”
sung to the tune “Praise My Soul” ELW 864 (Augsburg Fortress)
Rise, O church, like Christ arisen, from this meal of love and grace;
may we through such love envision whose we are, and whose, our praise.
Alleluia, alleluia; God, the wonder of our days.
Rise, transformed, and choose to follow after Christ, though wounded, whole;
broken, shared, our lives are hallowed to release and to console.
Alleluia, alleluia; Christ, our present, past, and goal.
Rise, remember well the future God has called us to receive;
present by God's loving nurture, Spirited then let us live.
Alleluia, alleluia; Spirit, grace by whom we live.
Service be our sure vocation; courage be our daily breath;
mercy be our destination from this day and unto death.
Alleluia, alleluia. Rise, O church, a living faith.
BLESSING
The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God.
CLOSING MUSIC
Chorale Prelude on “Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen”
Kenneth Kosche (One License)
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Worship Team
A/V Team: Bill Nattress, Andy Bellavia & Mark Miller
Reader: Paul Lockwood
Greeter: Donna Freeman,
Ushers: Al Wilson, Fay Wilson
Children’s Sermon: Dee Brown
Musicians: Jan Burns, Larry Lagerhausen, Ron Fredriksen
Presiding Pastor: Pr. Rob Kinnear
Lead Pastor: Pastor Amanda Bergstrom (Sabbatical: June-August 2021)
Presence Light Sponsor:
In honor of our daughters, Kim & Tracie, on their birthdays, given by Ken & Kathy
Zank.
Bulletin Sponsor:
In honor of our daughters, Kim & Tracie, on their birthdays, given by Ken & Kathy
Zank.
In honor of our 40th wedding anniversary (on July 25th), given by Ken & Tammy
Hansing.
Worship Videos Online. A video recording of worship will be posted to Grace’s
website later in the day.
Thank you for sharing time to hear God’s word and pray together. Peace be with
you as you go forth to share God’s grace.
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