Grace Lutheran Church

1300 Kishwaukee Valley Road
Woodstock, IL 60098
www.gracewoodstock.org

May 2, 2021; 9:00 A.M.
Sunday of Easter & Installation
Livestream: Grace Lutheran Church YouTube Channel
5th

Parking Lot- enter from Kishwaukee Valley Road: 89.3 FM

As you gather in Grace’s parking lot, we invite you to turn your FM radio to
89.3 to hear the worship service this morning. As you arrive, please stop
when you approach the greeters, and you can pick up pre-filled communion
elements as you enter the parking lot. You are invited to stay in your car
with the windows up, or if you prefer to sit or stand next to your vehicle while
listening to your car radio, we ask you to wear face masks and maintain
physical distancing.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
In preparation for worship at home, you may wish to light a candle. It can be a symbol of
the presence of Christ, the light of the world. If you wish to commune, please prepare wine
(or grape juice) and bread to be at hand when that part of the service arrives.
God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and voices to sing
your praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory and worship you in
spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen (ELW pg. 72)

OPENING MUSIC
Improvisation on “O Blessed Spring”

Nesrikderf

WELCOME
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift
of baptism.
Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the
everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth.
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for cloud
and rain, for dew and snow. Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life
is born in you. You are the fountain of resurrection.
Praise to you for your saving waters: Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar
discovers your well. The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your
gushing rock. Naaman washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will
never be thirsty again.
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At this font, holy God, we pray: Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your
Word that saves us in this water. Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here
and into all creation. Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. Wash
away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us.
Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish
our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness
of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING:
A reading from Acts.

Acts 8:26-40

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to
Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the
prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can
I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the
passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the
slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his
humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken
away from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the
road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to
prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them,
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no
more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was
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passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM:

Psalm 22:25-31

From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the sight of
those who fear the LORD. The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the LORD
give praise! May your hearts live forever! All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn
to the LORD; all the families of nations shall bow before God. For dominion belongs to the
LORD, who rules over the nations. Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in
worship; all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
Their descendants shall serve the LORD, whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying to them, “The LORD
has acted!”

SECOND READING:
A reading from 1st John.

1 John 4:7-21

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love
was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might
live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also
ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in
us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God.
So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment,
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out
fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in
love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 15:1-8

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear
more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in
me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that
you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON

Bishop Jeffrey Clements, Bishop of the Northern Illinois Synod

HYMN OF THE DAY
“O Blessed Spring”

ELW 447 (Augsburg Fortress)
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CREED
Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
INSTALLATION OF A PASTOR
Presentation
The pastor to be installed and a representative of the calling body come before the presiding minister
and the assembly.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

Having been authorized by the church to install the Rev. Amanda Bergstrom,
our co-worker in the gospel, as Lead Pastor, I now ask for certification of this call.
A representative of the calling body addresses the presiding minister.

After prayerful deliberation,
we, of Grace Lutheran Church,
have called Pastor Amanda Bergstrom as Lead Pastor.
I present her and this letter certifying the call.
The representative gives the presiding minister the letter certifying that the call has been received
and accepted. The representative moves aside.
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Address and Questions
The presiding minister addresses the pastor being installed.

A reading from John: Jesus said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so
I send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” (John 20:21-23)
A reading from Matthew: Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)
A reading from First Timothy: Set the believers an example in speech and conduct,
in love, in faith, in purity. Attend to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to
teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you through
prophecy with the laying on of hands by the council of elders. Put these things into
practice, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. Pay close
attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these things, for in doing this
you will save both yourself and your hearers. (1 Timothy 4:12-16)
The presiding minister questions the pastor being installed.

Pastor Amanda, in the presence of this assembly
will you commit yourself to this new trust and responsibility,
in the confidence that it comes from God through the call of the church?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you preach and teach in accordance with the holy scriptures
and with the confessions of the Lutheran church?
Will you carry out this ministry in harmony with the constitutions
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures
and in your use of the means of grace?
Will you love, serve, and pray for God’s people,
nourish them with the word and sacraments,
and lead them by your own example in faithful service and holy living?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you give faithful witness in the world,
that God’s love may be known in all that you do?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things,
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform them.
The assembly responds: Amen.
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The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

People of God,
will you receive Pastor Amanda as a messenger of Jesus Christ
sent to serve all people with the gospel of hope and salvation?
Will you regard her as a servant of Christ and a steward of the mysteries of God?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
Will you pray for her,
help and honor her for her work’s sake,
and in all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
The presiding minister addresses the pastor being installed.

Pastor Amanda the office of Lead Pastor is now committed to you
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Blessing
The newly installed pastor may kneel as the presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you complete in everything good so that you may do God’s will,
working in you that which is pleasing in God’s sight;
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The pastor stands. The following procession to the places of the word and sacraments may be used.
The presiding minister escorts the pastor to the place of baptism. A representative of the
congregation says:

You have been called to be among us to baptize, to teach, and to forgive sins.
They proceed to the place of the word. A representative of the congregation says:

You have been called to be among us to proclaim the good news.
They proceed to the place of the meal. A representative of the congregation says:

You have been called to be among us to preside at the Lord’s supper.
The presiding minister may address the assembly with these or similar words.

People of God, I present to you Pastor Amanda Bergstrom, your Lead Pastor.
Let us welcome her in the name of Christ.
The assembly may offer acclamation with applause.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. A brief silence.
God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in you.
Cleanse us by your word and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that it
bears fruit and witnesses to your love. Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ
you gave the holy apostles many gifts and commanded them to feed your flock.
Inspire all bishops, pastors, and deacons to proclaim your word diligently and your
people to receive it willingly. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of
creation, may we seek vital connections among all that depends on the earth for
life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth assurance
of your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for those they are
called to serve. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your love:
those who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. We pray for all who have
contracted COVID-19. Provide for the needs of all, especially those we now name
aloud or in the silence of our hearts __________. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit. With them, may our
hearts live forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your neverending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE

After praying for the whole world, we receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s
peace. We invite you to share a physically distant sign of God’s peace with one anotherwave a greeting of peace to people around you, flash your lights, and/or text a greeting of
peace to someone.

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

Thank you for your generous offerings and commitment to Grace’s mission and ministry.
You are invited to place your financial offerings in a basket with the parking lot greeters on
your drive out of worship. Additional ways to give include mailing your offering to the
church office, or by giving online: by texting the amount you would like to give to 877-6983604, through the Give+ Mobile App, or online at Grace’s website. You are also invited to
call the church office to learn more about the automatic withdrawal Electronic Giving
Program.

Let us pray. God of love,
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through the great shepherd of your flock, our Savior Jesus Christ;
who after his resurrection sent forth the apostles
to preach the gospel and teach all nations,
and promised to be with them, even to the end of the age.
And so, with the glorious company of the apostles,
with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets
to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry;
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant
to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen Amen.
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen Amen.
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
COMMUNION

Please receive the bread and cup when you are able to practice hand hygiene and physical
distancing- with hand sanitizer at your vehicle- or if needed, when you return home and are
able to wash hands and remove your face mask. As the pastor announces, “the body of
Christ, given for you”, participate in eating a piece of the bread. As the pastor announces,
“the blood of Christ, shed for you”, participate by drinking the wine (or grape juice).

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
“Improvisation on ‘As the Grains of Wheat’”

Dlanor

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.
SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your
word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your
love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and
give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING HYMN
“Now the Green Blade Rises”

ELW 379 (One License)

BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
CLOSING MUSIC
Improvisation on “Now the Green Blade Rises”
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Dlanor

Worship Team
A/V Team: Bill Nattress & Andy Bellavia
Reader: Caryl Dierksen
Parking Lot Greeters: Cindy Meyer, Paul Meyer
Greeters: Beth Miller, Mark Miller
Ushers: Ron Page, Kathy Zank, Ken Zank
Children’s Sermon: Kim Ethridge
Musicians: Carrie Filetti, Dave Reilly, Katie Reilly, Ron Fredriksen
Prayers of Intercession: Northeast Conference Rostered Ministers
Deacon Judy Rooney
Pastor Cathy Daharsh & Pastor Paul Cannon, Bethany Lutheran Church, Crystal
Lake
Pastor Sarah Wilson, St. Barnabas Lutheran Church, Cary
Pastor Zach Baer, Living Waters Lutheran Church, Crystal Lake; NE Conference
Secretary
Pastor Tom Rogers, Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, McHenry; NE
Conference Dean
Pastor John Cunningham
Installation: Lisa Gerloff-Banker, Carrie Filetti, Caryl Dierksen, Ron Fredriksen
Pastors: Pastor Amanda Bergstrom
Rev. Gary Erickson, Director of Evangelical Mission & Assistant to the Bishop
Bishop Jeffrey Clements, Bishop of the Northern Illinois Synod

Worship Videos Online. A video recording of worship will be posted to Grace’s
website later in the day.
Thank you for sharing time to hear God’s word and pray together. Peace be with
you as you go forth to share God’s grace.
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