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Grace Lutheran Church           November 22, 2020; 9 A.M. 
1300 Kishwaukee Valley Road                   Christ the King Sunday        

Woodstock, IL 60098                            FM Radio: 89.3     
www.gracewoodstock.org                            

 

 

 

OPENING MUSIC 
 Improv on “When It’s All Been Said and Done”         

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, 

who claims us and calls us beloved. Amen.  Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Holy One, we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in 

using your gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your 
beautiful image in one another. We are infected by sin that divides your 

beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see 
you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 

 
Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are 

called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of 
the world. Amen. 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 
 

PRAYER  
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we 

inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the 
strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

http://www.gracewoodstock.org/
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FIRST READING:                         Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

A reading from Ezekiel.  

 
Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek 

out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on 
a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them 

from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the 
mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will 
feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; 

there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 
mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie 

down, says the Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 
bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will 
destroy. I will feed them with justice. 

 
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and 

the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak 
animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and 
they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. I will set up 

over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them 
and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be 

prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 

 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM:                         Psalm 13 (video from synod) 

 

SECOND READING:                            Ephesians 1:15-23 
A reading from Ephesians. 
 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 

reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 

who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 

that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
GOSPEL 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.         Matthew 25:31-46 
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before 

him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the 
king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit 

the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, 
I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it 
that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 

And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king 

will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that 

are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for 
I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I 
was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick 

and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take 

care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of 
the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, 

but the righteous into eternal life.” the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you 
pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns 

until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer 
be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 

   

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he 
shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my 

servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

 
SERMON                       Bishop Jeff Clements & Pastor Janet Hunt 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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ANTHEM 
 “When It’s All Been Said and Done”                                    Jim Cowan (CCLI) 

  
 

CREED 
Let us confess our faith with the words of the Nicene Creed. 

 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s 
power on the church, the world, and all in need.  A brief silence. 

 
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. 

Bless all social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as 

we ourselves have been served. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
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You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to 
provide for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear 

us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending 
divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O 

God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of 
oppression and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose 

dignity we have stripped away. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. 
Sustain those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry 

as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and 
tended to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in 

those in need around us. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you 
gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.  

Amen.   
   

 
PEACE 
After praying for the whole world, we receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s 

peace.  We invite you to share a physically distant sign of God’s peace with one another- 
wave a greeting of peace to people around you, flash your lights, and/or text a greeting of 

peace to someone. 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

 

 
 

 

OFFERING 
Thank you for your generous offerings and commitment to Grace’s mission and ministry.   

Ways to give include mailing your offering to the church office, or by giving online: by 
texting the amount you would like to give to 877-698-3604, through the Give+ Mobile App, 
or online at Grace’s website.  You are also invited to call the church office to learn more 

about the automatic withdrawal Electronic Giving Program. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
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Let us pray. God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around 
your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as 

we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, 
we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through 

Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. Amen. 
 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 
Please receive the bread and cup when you are able to practice hand hygiene and 

physical distancing- with hand sanitizer at your vehicle- or if needed, when you 
return home and are able to wash hands and remove your face mask. 

 
The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen. 

 
 

SENDING SONG 

 “Revelation Song”                               Jeannie Lee Riddle (CCLI) 
 

 

 
 

 

BLESSING 
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls 

us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

be with you today and always. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
 

CLOSING MUSIC 
 Improv on “Revelation Song”                                          

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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Amount:____________ 
 
CHOOSE ONE PER COUPON: (Please print) 
 
In Memory Of: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
In Honor Of: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
To the Glory of God: ___________________________________________________________________ 

GIVEN BY : _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Worship Team 
Greeters: Ken & Kathy Zank 

A/V Team: Bill Nattress & Andy Bellavia 
Reader: Terry Aavang 

Children’s Sermon: Andy Bellavia 
Musicians: Judy Reilly, Elizabeth Olson, Nancy Bradley, Ron Fredriksen 

Pastors: Pastor John Cunningham, Pastor Amanda Bergstrom 
 

Worship Videos Online.  A video recording of Sunday morning worship will be 
posted to Grace’s website later on Sunday. 

 
Thank you for sharing time to hear God’s word and pray together.  Peace be with 

you as you go forth to share God’s grace. 
 

In addition to the Psalm & Sermon in worship today, the Northern Illinois Synod has 

prepared an entire worship service for this day, please see nisynod.org if you would 
like to view the service in its entirety.   
 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS002675. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common 
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Other liturgy 
and song used by permission OneLicense.net #A-704477and CCLI License #546408. 

 
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS AT GRACE 

Help provide decorations for our sanctuary this Christmas.  Give a gift in “honor of 
someone” or “in memory of a loved one” or “to the glory of God.”  Mail in your 

coupon below, along with your $14.00 gift to Grace Lutheran Church, 1300 
Kishwaukee Valley Rd., Woodstock, IL  60098.  Please print clearly, as you want it 

to appear. Payments due in the office by December 6, 2020. 
 

We hope to have poinsettias available for pickup in the vestibule  

before Christmas, December 22-23.  
 

Call the office (815) 338-0554 to make sure there will be someone there  
to buzz you in between 10 am and 3:00 pm. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 


