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SPRINGTIME, EASTER, NEW LIFE..................By Pastor Ken Gibson 

  As I write this month’s GFT article, the thermometer is going to maybe hit 60 degrees for the first time 

this year.  Wow, what a winter and what a long season of darkness.  The timing of Easter varies each year, as we all 

know, and having Easter show up in late April this year in some ways seems to prolong our waiting for the promise and 

the warmth of Easter to become a reality.  

 If I am honest, this longer season has had some draining effects on my psyche, and perhaps it has had some on 

yours as well.  It has caused a feeling of melancholy that I have not recalled having in other times in my life.  Maybe it is 

more than just the winter.  Maybe it is that in the middle of it, I turned 60.  Maybe it has to do with all that is happening 

in our world and in our lives that is exacerbating the longing for warmth and light and spring and new life and the 

EASTER promise.  Have you noticed the number of commercials this time of year on our airwaves enticing us to escape 

to a warmer climate?  We are shown scenes of beautiful beaches with bright blue skies and happy strolling folks walking 

along a sunny shoreline, all seeming to encourage us to escape the reality of our current locations, our present walks in 

life.  They do entice, and I am happy for those who are able to get away for at least a brief time. It can be re-energizing 

and that is a good thing. 

 So where am I going with all this?  Well, for one thing, I am looking ahead and wondering what our vitality survey 

results will say about us as a community of faith.  These surveys are our voices.  They reflect what we are thinking and 

feeling about our life together here and now.  In the midst of a dark and seemingly almost endless winter, I wonder what 

our voices will say!  Timing was such that to have as many as possible persons take part, it was decided that we proceed 

with the vitality surveys when we did.  I guess we shall soon find out what we are all thinking, as a report to the council 

will be delivered by Rev. Gary Erickson from the Northern IL Synod office to the council on April 6 while the council is in 

retreat. 

 But, beyond that and more importantly, I need Easter!  We need Easter!  We need New Life! Such was the case 

when the gathered disciples were huddled in a dark room fearing the reality of what had happened on Good Friday and 

such is the case for us who seem to have been huddled in the darkness of a winter beyond our control.  Darkness of the 

long winter season and darkness in the world do not win the day.  Christ has Triumphed!  Christ is risen, and the 

darkness of the world will not overcome HIS light.  Soon we shall sing again in praise and adoration the great Easter 

hymns of the church.  In the meantime, I am humming in my mind a hymn that speaks of a desire for the light to come.  I 

invite you to look it up and hear it in your own hearts and minds as we wait for Springtime, Easter and New life.  I include 

the first verse and the chorus here for you to consider.  Sing aloud and continue to have hope. 

ELW 715 Christ, Be Our Light! 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness, 

Longing for truth we turn to you.  Make us your own,  

Your holy people, light for the world to see. 

CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT! SHINE IN OUR HEARTS.  

SHINE THROUGH THE DARKNESS. 

CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT! SHINE IN YOUR CHURCH GATHERED TODAY 

May the light that has come into the world reign upon us all.  For the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not overcome it. (John 1:5)   
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PRAYERS-Please lift up these petitions in your prayers—To become a praying member of the Friends in 

Prayer, please submit name and e-mail address to dklabunde@gracewoodstock.org.               

World: Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, churchwide staff & their families, Bishop Jeff Clements, synod staff & their 

families, those serving in military conflicts, Arusha Town Lutheran Parish in Tanzania (our companion 

parish), Scott Bunch  serving in the military.    

Woodstock: Pastor Ken Gibson & his family; Pastor Amanda Bergstrom & her  family; Grace Staff; Grace 

Council           

Health Concerns: Rev. Jim Berg (friend of Marlene Botts), Shirley Berna, Lois Bloese, John Bloese, Angela 

Boe (friend of  Hanlin Family), Mary Sue Boerner  (friend of Paul Lockwood & Diane Baker-Lockwood), 

Sheila Boggess (friend of Kathy Stone), Frank Bunch, Myron Callihan (brother of Susan Payton), Allison 

Clark (niece of Martha & Bill Fleck), Dot Clark (mother of Martha Fleck), Jim Davis, Nancy Davis, Patrice 

Dunn, Zebadiah Fenneman, Bruce Freier (father of Pastor Amanda Bergstrom), Ken Girard (father of Tracy 

Wickersheim), Robert Giron (brother of Patty Kozlow), Tom Goggin, Becca Guenther (niece of Gretchen & 

Claude Hutchens), Tamasa Gutierrez (mother of Patty Kozlow), Sue Hanson-Smith (friend of Barb Aavang), 

Liz Henniges (wife of Al Henniges), Todd Hovey (brother of Tammy Resek-Goggin), Baby Jaxson L. (friend of 

the Wedoff family), Nancy Knieja (friend of Martha Fleck), Elayna Kuipers (friend of the Wedoff Family), 

Anna Larsen (sister of Al Henniges), Cynthia Lockwood (sister in law of Paul Lockwood), John Mahoney, 

Wilma Malinasky (mother of Janice Laird), Amanda McNally (grandniece of Diane Baker-Lockwood), Renee 

Merklin (friend of  Rachel Bratanick), Karen Millman, Tammy Millman (daughter of Karen Millman), Kem 

Moran (friend of Barb Aavang), Carol O’Brien (sister of Bill Larsen), Gloria Ogle, Arne Olson, Andrea Paetsch 

(aunt of Debbi Lynd), Linda Page (friend of Joe Evanoff), Richard Petersdorf (brother of Gladys Renner),  

Vicki Pilgard, Carol Rank, Shawn Rank (son of Carol Rank), Sheila Readel, Herb & Bev Renner (brother & 

sister in law of Ken & Gladys Renner), Jessie & Sue Robertson (friends of Ron, Mary & Kimberly Koehn), 

Larry Rowe, Nicholas Ruffino (brother of Nathan Ruffino), Joan Russell (mother of Sheri Conover), Vern 

Sarbaugh, Colton Sciluffo (infant son of a friend of Joy Oberman), Bill Seger, Eleanor Setser, Orion Stine 

(friend's grandson of Kathy Stone), Elsie Stoddard, Ginny Stroh (mother of Fay Wilson), Doris Sunday, 

Samuel Sweeney (nephew of Melissa McMahon), Ellie Mae Thompson (great niece of Gladys & Ken 

Renner), Josh Tillman, Brian Tobin (grandson of Enn Teetsov), Bev Visconti, Odin Werres (grand nephew of 

Judy Rooney), Bud Winter, Ruth Zirves  

If  you wish to add a prayer request for the newsletter, please call the church office at 815-338-0554. Your prayer concern will run for one 

week and may be renewed. Submissions to the Friends in  Prayer  e-mail and phone teams may also be submitted by telephone to the 

church office or by  e-mail to Gracewoodstock.org. Due to confidentiality laws, hospitals no longer notify churches or pastors when a 

member is hospitalized. If you or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or is admitted to the hospital, please call the 

church office.  

LENTEN SOUP LUNCHES-  Lent soup lunch is in full swing and we would love for you to 

join us after the noon Wednesday services for some hearty soup, bread, dessert, and 

fellowship. 

SOUP MINISTRY-  We often have leftover soup from the Lenten services.  This year we will be packaging 

and freezing the soup in containers. The congregation is invited to take a container to someone who is ill or 

home bound.  Soup will be in the Parlor refrigerator, or the kitchen freezer. Please help yourself and spread 

the love.  



TODAY, I WILL…………...by Pastor Amanda  
 

 I had a full and meaningful first week of the season of Lent.  I heard so many creative and 

challenging variations of Lenten disciplines that people are committing to this year.  It was an honor to 

hear these examples, thank you for sharing.  And then, just a week and half into this season, I missed a 

couple days of one of my own Lenten practices.  Even with renewed intention, and only a week and a half 

in, I missed a couple days.  In my experience, it takes far more than twenty-one days to form a new habit. 

 

 Yet each day is a new day.  In this time of self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, 

works of love and sacrificial giving—we can start over each day, even if we missed a day, or two, or forty.  

And so I wonder, as we continue in this time of preparing for the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection, what 

are your intentions for a spiritual practice today? 

 

 One of my guides in this season is a resource from ELCA World Hunger, which is a “40 days of 

Giving” calendar that includes a different prompt for each day.  Woven throughout are invitations for 

prayer and fasting days based on a couple verses from Colossians, which also happen to be the guiding 

text for Grace’s midweek worship services (Hidden with Christ, April 3 & 10 at noon & 7 P.M.) 

 

 Here is one of those invitations for a day to both give something up and take something on: “On 

this day of prayer and fasting, I will:  Clothe myself in compassion and let go of discord.”  This keeps 

coming to my mind as an on-going practice and challenge:  Today, I will clothe myself in compassion and 

let go of discord. 

 

 As this new day greets you, whatever your intention for this day may be, you are in my prayers.  I 

pray that you may know God’s presence in all things, and that the Spirit may guide you in these days of 

leaning towards spring.  And, I hope to see you in worship soon- the great three days Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday, Holy Saturday mark the conclusion of the Lenten journey, and I would love to worship with 

you then, on Easter morning, and beyond. 
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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE–The deadline for the May newsletter is April 15.  Send articles to Tammy Baier at 

tbaier@gracewoodstock.org, or the church office.  Questions: Call the office at 815-338-0554. 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST– Make plans to attend the Pancake and Sausage Breakfast hosted by the 

Confirmation Youth on Palm Sunday, April 14, in between the Sunday services. This fundraiser will assist 

the youth in their summer trip to Sky Ranch. 

OPEN HOUSE FOR MARGE BIRK–On April 7, 2019 Marge Birk will celebrate her 99th birthday. She 

wishes to invite all those who would like to attend her celebration to come and visit anytime from 1:00 p.m. 

to 4:00 p.m. in Luther Hall. Please no gifts, the honor of your presence is the best present. 

GRACE WOMEN’S CONFERENCE- Refresh and Refill- May 5, 2019- Women’s Conference. Please join 

us to refresh and refill your soul as we will be inspired by a speaker who will help us have meaningful 

conversations to grow with our love for Christ, family and friends. Please invite your family, friends, and 

sisters in Christ to join us on May 5th at 2 pm. Light refreshments will be served and the cost will be $5 per 

person. “God is within her she will not fall” Psalm 46.5 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RELIEF FUND– As we see the flooding in the U.S. and cyclones and floods  

abroad, we can always be supportive of the relief effort trough the Lutheran Disaster Relief Fund.  If you 

feel led to help with these efforts please send contributions  to “Lutheran Disaster Response” and mail to: 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, P.O. Box 1809  Merrifield, VA 22116-8009.You can go to the 

ELCA web site and make a contribution also. 

https://remote.gracewoodstock.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=4f00f6e84e7f4af8b86e446bcb13ffcd&URL=mailto%3alnattress%40gracewoodstock.org
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FALL  2019 PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION– Registration for the upcoming fall semester is currently 

open to all preschool families and Grace Lutheran Church members. We have a place for all God’s 

children, ages 2-5 years old, in this loving Christian school where we learn, play, grow, and share Jesus’ 

love. Help us spread the word with other families with young children. Registration forms can be found on 

our website and at the Welcome Center.  

ROGATION SERVICES- Please plan to join us for Rogation services again this 

year on the weekend following Easter, April 27 and 28.  This year I have invited 

Noreen Nelson Frye as our guest presenter. 

 Noreen is in her 30th year on Frye Farms in Easton, Illinois, where she 

and her husband, Jay, manage irrigated crops of corn, soybeans and popcorn.  

She is a stay at home partner in the Frye Farms operation, and she and Jay 

have three sons (aged 29, 28 and 26).  Noreen has been active in the Macon 

County Farm Bureau, serving on the Mason County Farm Bureau Women's 

Committee and the Ag-in-the-Classroom Committee.  In addition, she has 

served on Congressman Darin LaHood's Ag committee and assisted her 

husband, Jay, for the past 20 years in his capacity as a Thrivent representative.  

 Noreen previously served as the Director of Marketing for seven years for the Illinois Pork 

Producers Association.  She earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Ag Communications from the University of 

Illinois and an Associate’s Degree in Ag Business from Joliet Junior College. Noreen was elected as the 

first female State FFA Officer in 1979, which is of particular significance today in light of the fact that the 

Illinois FFA has an all-female state officer team for the first time in its history.  Noreen was the 

groundbreaker for that ultimate possibility.  

 Over the years, I am pleased to note, that Noreen has been very active in her church in Havana, 

Illinois.  As a member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, she has served on the Altar Guild; taught Sunday 

school and served as a member of the funeral lunch team. 

 This year’s Rogation weekend will have many of the events we have come to know and appreciate 

here at Grace including: the antique tractor parade, hay-rack rides for the kids (young and old), and a 

Farmer’s Market.  This year we will also be offering brats and burgers as part of the events.  Please come 

partake in this special tradition.   
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HIDDEN WITH CHRIST-  We continue to worship on Wednesdays in Lent (April 3 & 10) for a half hour 

worship service at 12 P.M. (followed by a soup lunch), and in the evening (after PrimeTime dinner & 

programs) we worship at 7 P.M.  This year, our midweek worship services are based on readings from 

Colossians, and the service is a Lenten vesper service with Holy Communion, Hidden with Christ:  Word, 

Song, and Silence for the Turning.  Please join us during these lengthening of days as winter turns to 

spring, and as we wonder together about the mystery of faith and our mystical connection to Jesus Christ. 

LENT ADULT FORUM– Lent Adult Forum.  Please join Judy Rooney for a Lenten Adult Forum on April 7 

at 9:40 in Luther Hall.  We will explore the Passion and Compassion of Christ and how that relates to our 

own human journey of suffering and transformation. 

TORNADO DRILLS-  As a part of our Congregational Disaster Preparedness Plan, we will be practicing 

our severe weather/tornado plan during worship services in early April by moving to Grace Center on the 

lower level or as needed to the sacristy, both away from windows.  Thanks in advance for participating in 

this preparedness effort. 



WELCA RETREAT- Northern Illinois Synod Women of the ELCA will be hosting a retreat “God for all 

Seasons”.  This retreat will be Saturday, April 27, 2019 at  Lutheran Outdoor Ministries in Oregon, IL.  

There will be Bible Study led by Esther Prabhakar, Special Music Presentation by Peg Lehman, and 

Worship led by Pastor Jessica Bakken. For registration and more information please go to nisynod.org/

women. 

SPRING CLEAN UP– Did someone say spring? We had a wet fall which led to not having a fall clean up, 

so our Spring Clean Up will be an ALL HANDS ON DECK need! We have a lot of leaves to gather and we 

will have inside painting work scheduled too. Please mark your calendar and join the crew on May 4 (rain 

date May 18) from 8:00 A.M. to noon. Keeping our building and grounds in good shape is a constant 

effort and cannot happen without YOU! Contact Tammy Baier 815-687-6910, for more information. 

WORLD VISION INVITATION-  On March 16 & 17, Anne Weirich visited Grace to invite people to join 

Team World Vision to move our feet at the Chicago Marathon or the Run for the Hills Half Marathon and 

change the lives of people around the world through clean water. Feel free to reach out to Anne Weirich 

the local World Vision representative at aweirich@worldvision.org  if you have questions. If you are ready 

to join the mission to move your feet and provide clean water, you can join the Chicago Marathon team or 

the Half Marathon team .  Everyone runs and walks together! 
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Easter ~ April 21, 7:00, 8:30, & 10:45 A.M.   

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  We gather to boldly proclaim that death does not 

have the last say, for Jesus Christ is risen today.  Join us in worship to 

share the good news of the empty tomb, to remember the amazing 

promise of Jesus’ resurrection. 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER-  

Maundy Thursday ~ April 18, Noon & 7 P.M. 

We hear Jesus’ commandment to love one another and enter into the Three Days of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection.  We confess our sins, share Holy Communion, and remember how Jesus washed the 

disciples’ feet as we recall the night he was betrayed. 

 

Good Friday ~ April 19, Noon & 7 P.M. 

We hear the story of Jesus’ death on a cross, and even on this day, we remember Jesus’ triumph through 

the cross.  In worship we will hear the story and respond in song, and then offer prayers for the world for 

whom Christ died. 

 

Saturday Easter Vigil ~ April 20, 7 P.M. 

This is the night!  We gather around a new fire, hear ancient stories, remember our baptism, celebrate 

Holy Communion, and celebrate the good news we have been waiting for, Christ is alive! 

TWO PRIMETIME COOKING DATES- There are just two primetime dates left to fill. Please consider 

taking either 4/3 or 4/10.  Primetime even has the fixings for a smorgasbord meal, we just need the 

bodies.  Reheat, serve, clean up. Sign up with Melissa in the education office or at 

mmcmahon@gracewoodstock.org 

PADS VOLUNTEERS- Volunteers from Grace prepare and serve dinner twice a month (at Wednesday & 

Saturday night shelters) through PADS- Public Action to Deliver Shelter.  If you would like to serve dinner 

on April 17, 6:30—8 P.M. at Redeemer in Woodstock , please contact Lanna Einspahr, 815-245-5729. 
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Visit the Grace website for the most up-to-date  

 information for all that is happening  at Grace!    

gracewoodstock.org 

SAVE THE DATE-  
Lenten Study-Lens of Love—APR 1 

Men’s/Afternoon Bible Study-APR 2 

Sewing Circle/ All Committee– APR 2 

Midweek Lent Services– APR 3 

Lenten Soup Lunch– APR 3 

DAP/New Praise Singers– APR 4 

Grace Dance I- April 6 

Lent Adult Forum– APR 7 

Men’s/Afternoon Bible Study– APR 9 

Midweek Lent Services– APR 10 

Lenten Soup Lunch– APR 10 

First Communion Class-APR 13 

Palm Sunday/Pancake BreakfastAPR 14 

Faith Circle– APR 15 

Men’s/Afternoon Bible Study– APR 16 

Sewing Circle– APR 16 

Maundy Thursday Noon Serv.-APR 18 

Soup Lunch– APR 18 

Maundy Thursday  Service- APR18 

Good Friday noon/evening– APR 19 

Easter Vigil– APR 20 

Easter– APR 21 

Easter Monday– APR 22 

Lenten Study-Lens of Love—APR 22 

Men’s/Afternoon Bible Study-APR 23 

Senior Lunch– APR 23 

New Praise Singers– APR 23 

Council– APR 25 

Adoration– APR 26 

Grace Dance I– APR 27 

Men’s/Afternoon Bible Study-APR 30 

Executive Council Meeting- APR 30 

EASTER DECORATIONS—Order 

forms for plants to help 

decorate our worship area for 

Easter Sunday can be found at 

the Sign-Up desk or in your 

service folders.  The deadline 

for the $14.00 donation is 

April 14, 2019. 

GRACE STAFF & COUNCIL 
Senior Pastor/Rev. Kenneth D. Gibson 

kgibson@gracewoodstock.org                                                                                

Office Phone: 815-338-0554     

Cell Phone: 815-861-9554      

 Associate Pastor 

Director of Senior High Ministries 

Rev. Amanda Bergstrom 

Cell Phone:  630-664-9016 

abergstrom@gracewoodstock.org   

Administrative Assistant to the Senior 

Pastor/Secretary–Denise Klabunde 

dklabunde@gracewoodstock.org                            

Office Assistant/Bookkeeper 

Carrie Fiorina-cfiorina@gracewoodstock.org 

Director of Senior Ministries  

Shirley Busse 

Director of Communications 

Tammy Baier–tbaier@gracewoodstock.org                               

Director of Music Ministries  

Ron Fredriksen 

rfredriksen@gracewoodstock.org 
Parish Musicians 

Terry Aavang, Jan Burns, Dale Carlson,      

  Tammy Baier, Carrie Filetti                      

Interim Director of Preschool Ministry 

Chris Learman 

clearman@gracewoodstock.org  
Preschool Staff 

Tammy Baier, Barbara Buczek,  

Jasmine Stephens 

Director of Educational Ministries 
Melissa McMahon 

mmcmahon@gracewoodstock.org 

Building Supervisor/Ken Zank 

Custodians/Chris & Kim Ethridge 

Officers & Council 

Andy Bellavia, Cathy Buhrow, Mike Freeman, 

Lisa Gerloff-Banker, Gayle Hoch, Gretchen 

Hutchens, Kevin Kleinjan, Mike Liedtke, Matt 

Meiners, Hannah Paulson, Jessica Potoczky 

council@gracewoodstock.org 

Office Hours: 8:30 am–3:30 pm, M–Th 

8:30 am-12:00 pm, F 

CHURCH CLOSINGS AND EVENT 

CANCELLATIONS  -  

 When severe weather 

arrives, Grace Lutheran Church 

will follow D200 closing and 

cancellations. All weekday 

activities, including preschool, 

will be cancelled if D200 has 

cancelled classes. Please check 

the Emergency Closing Center 

website or any of the radio 

stations listed on the D200 

website for any severe weather 

cancellations. 

https://remote.gracewoodstock.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=15c4f4df54224273a58d761b4e2266e5&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.emergencyclosingcenter.com%2fcomplete.html
https://remote.gracewoodstock.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=15c4f4df54224273a58d761b4e2266e5&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.emergencyclosingcenter.com%2fcomplete.html
https://remote.gracewoodstock.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=15c4f4df54224273a58d761b4e2266e5&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwoodstockschools.org%2fquicklinks%2fclosings-and-cancellations
https://remote.gracewoodstock.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=15c4f4df54224273a58d761b4e2266e5&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwoodstockschools.org%2fquicklinks%2fclosings-and-cancellations

