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Grace Lutheran Church                              December 7, 2025; 9:00 A.M. 

1300 Kishwaukee Valley Road                                   2nd Sunday of Advent 

Woodstock, IL 60098                                               
www.gracewoodstock.org                                      

 
 

  

 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

OPENING MUSIC  

 “He Came Down”         ELW 253 (One License) 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose 

salvation is sure.  
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and 

security only you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to 
release our grip on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting 

and weary of keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to 
live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and 

awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you 
have promised. 

Amen. 

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. 

☩ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. 

Amen. 
 

http://www.gracewoodstock.org/
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OPENING HYMN 
 “Christ Be Our Light”        ELW 715 (One License) 
  
  

Please be seated.  

WELCOME 
  

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

ADVENT WREATH CANDLE LIGHTING 
The congregation will sing a portion of “We Light a Candle” (David Bjorlin) before the lighting of the 

Advent candle.   

 
 

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the 

stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and 
crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for all people. 

As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform 
our hearts to live in justice and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the 

root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations. 
O people of hope, come, let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 
 

FIRST READING:                         Isaiah 11:1-10, Pew Bible, Old Testament, pg. 640 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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PSALM:                                                                               Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
We will chant the psalm responsively together.    

 

Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 

that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 

that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 

Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.  

May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 

Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 

In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 

Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel; 

  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 

  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen.  
 
 

SECOND READING:          Romans 15:4-13, Pew Bible, New Testament, pg. 163 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.   
 

Please stand as you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

   

  
GOSPEL  
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.  

                                                  Matthew 3:1-12, Pew Bible, New Testament, pg. 2 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  
Children are invited to come forward during the message. 
 

SERMON 
Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
 “God With Us”                                               by Ingram and Jordan (CCLI) 

                                

  

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

  

 

  
 

                                                                                                                                                                        Repeat chorus 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                            ELW pg. 127 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. A brief silence. 
 

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite hearts 
and minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity among 

peoples. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when 

all creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all 
creation will mutually thrive. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one 
another. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner 

churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster 
Response. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in the 

face of grief, depression, or disease especially those we now name aloud or in the 
silence of our hearts _____________. Renew the spirits of those recovering from 

surgery and medical procedures. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all 

that divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in 
the way of Christ. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith. Fill us with the hope of 
the Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
After praying for the whole world, we receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s peace.  

We invite you to share a sign of God’s peace with one another.  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

 
 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.  

Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the 
world signs of your kingdom come. Amen. 
 

OFFERING  
Thank you for your generous offerings and commitment to Grace’s mission 
and ministry. You are invited to place your financial offerings in the offering 

plate. Additional ways to give include mailing your offering to the church 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
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office, or by giving online: by texting the amount you would like to give to 877-698-3604, 
through the Vanco Mobile App, or online at Grace’s website (Use the QR code provided).  

You are also invited to call the church office to learn more about the automatic withdrawal 
Electronic Giving Program.  

 

OFFERING ANTHEM    
 “The World’s True Light”           Anna Laura Page (Augsburg Fortress) 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING    

 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, . . . and join their unending hymn: 

   

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                             ELW pg. 134, left column 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION     
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

Here is life. God is with us.  

Come, receive what God has promised. 
 

Please be seated. The congregation will then commune, beginning with the front pews, you are 

invited to come forward to receive the bread and wine or juice. Extend your hands to receive a wafer 

from the pastor or communion assistant. Then please pick up one cup from the trays (red wine or 

white grape juice), and then place the empty cup in a tray on the front pew before returning to your 

seat. Gluten free elements are available upon request. If you would like the communion elements to 

be brought to you, please notify an usher. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

 “Goodness of God” by Johnson, Cash, Ingram, Fielding, and Johnson (CCLI) 
 

Verse 1 

I love You, Lord  
For Your mercy never fails me 

All my days, I've been held in Your 
hands 

From the moment that I wake up 

Until I lay my head 
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God 
 

Chorus 
'Cause all my life You have been 

faithful 
And all my life You have been so, so 

good 
With every breath that I am able 

Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God 
 

Verse 2 

I love Your voice 
You have led me through the fire 

In darkest night 

You are close like no other 
I've known You as a Father 

I've known You as a Friend 
And I have lived in the goodness of 

God 
 
 

Chorus 

'Cause all my life You have been 
faithful 

And all my life You have been so, so 
good 

With every breath that I am able 

Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God 
 

Bridge 

Your goodness is running after, it's 
running after me 

Your goodness is running after, it's 
running after me 

With my life laid down, I surrendered 
now 

I give You everything 
Your goodness is running after, it's 

running after me 
 

Chorus 

And all my life You have been faithful 

And all my life You have been so, so 
good 

With every breath that I am able 
Oh, I'm gonna sing of the goodness of 

God 
I'm gonna sing of the goodness of God 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.  

Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear 
good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 
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SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 

angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your 
word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your 

love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and 
give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 
 

BLESSING  

May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience 

in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN 
 “Light Dawns in a Weary World”      ELW 726 (One License) 
  

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING MUSIC 
 “Temple of Peace”               (One License) 
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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Worship Team 
A/V Team: Andy Bellavia 

Communion Assistants: Michelle Anderson, Alan Beckman, Robin Gibbs,  
Sally Sheahan, Marylee Steinwehe 

Greeters: Nancy Kreznor, Sally Sheahan 

Reader: Paul Lockwood 
Ushers: Beth Miller, Mark Miller, John Widmayer 

Children’s Sermon: Brent Filetti 
Altar Guild: Janette Hess, Beth Miller, Brian Gerloff, Carole Gerloff 
Musicians: Grace Tones, Jan Burns, Cindy Meyer, Joyful Messengers, Maren Filetti 

Lead Pastor: Pastor Amanda Bergstrom 
Advent Candle Lighting: Lanham Family 
 
 
 

Presence Light Sponsor:  
In recognition of World Soil Day, December 5th; given by Bill & Nancy Kreznor. 

 
 

 

Bulletin Sponsors: 
 In memory of loved ones; given by Mary Johnson. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Thank you for sharing time to hear God’s word and pray together.  A video recording of  

worship will be posted to Grace’s website later in the day. You are welcome to join Grace 

Lutheran Church’s Facebook group for news & ministry opportunities. Peace be with you 

as you go forth to share God’s grace. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002675. New Revised Standard Version 

Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, 
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Other liturgy and song used by permission OneLicense.net © Church Anew. 
Used with Permission #A-704477and CCLI License #546408.   
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