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Grace Lutheran Church                           November 23, 2025; 9:00 A.M. 

1300 Kishwaukee Valley Road                                         Christ the King Sunday 

Woodstock, IL 60098                                               
www.gracewoodstock.org                                      

 
 

  

 
 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

 

OPENING MUSIC  

 “Beautiful Savior”         setting, David Cherwien (Augsburg Fortress) 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from 

your paths. 
We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the 

freedom of your faithful promises. 
We ignore our neighbors. 

We exploit the earth. 
We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast 

love. 

Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, 
and bring us to new life. 

Amen. 
Hear the good news: 

God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 
Amen. 
 

http://www.gracewoodstock.org/
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OPENING HYMN 
 “O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us”           ELW 431 (Public Domain) 
  
  

Please be seated.  

WELCOME 
  

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We 
worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with 

us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 

FIRST READING:                      Jeremiah 23:1-6, Pew Bible, Old Testament, pg. 725 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM:                                                                                                 Psalm 46 

The Psalms are found in the ELW, in the front section, beginning on page 339. We will read them 

responsively together.    
 

SECOND READING: 
   Colossians 1:11-20, Pew Bible, New Testament, pg. 200 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.   
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

   

  
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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GOSPEL  
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.  

                                                        Luke 23:33-43, Pew Bible, New Testament, pg. 89 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  
Children are invited to come forward during the message. 
 

SERMON 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
 “Jesus, Remember Me”        ELW 616 (One License) 

 Repeated: 1-all, 2-high voices, 3-low voices, 4-Laudate, 5-a cappella 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                            ELW pg. 105 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need. A brief silence. 
 

We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to share the good 

news of healing and restoration. Inspire us to embody the beloved community in 
ways that faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great. 
 

We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation. Preserve and 
renew your coastlines, deep seas, forests, and grasslands. Guide all who tend flocks 

or care for creatures of all kinds. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and public safety. 

Support equity across the globe, and heal division with accountability and truth. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary in body or 
spirit, or sick, especially those we now name aloud or in the silence of our hearts 

_____________. Comfort all in need of your tender care. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 

We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and sacrament. 
Bring us into authentic community where all ages are valued and experience God’s 

faithfulness together. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We give thanks for Dorothe Von Bergen and all who have died in faith. May we 
remember them faithfully until we are gathered with you in the paradise you 

promise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and 

unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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PEACE 
After praying for the whole world, we receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s peace.  

We invite you to share a sign of God’s peace with one another.  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

 
 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them 
with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. 

Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of 
Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OFFERING  
Thank you for your generous offerings and commitment to Grace’s mission 
and ministry. You are invited to place your financial offerings in the offering 

plate. Additional ways to give include mailing your offering to the church 
office, or by giving online: by texting the amount you would like to give to 

877-698-3604, through the Vanco Mobile App, or online at Grace’s website 
(Use the QR code provided).  You are also invited to call the church office 
to learn more about the automatic withdrawal Electronic Giving Program.  
 

OFFERING ANTHEM    

 “The King Has Come”       Casey McKinley (One License) 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING    

 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, . . . and join their unending hymn: 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                             ELW pg. 191, left column 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION     
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

There is a place for you at the table of God.  
Come, receive the food that does not perish, a taste of life eternal. 
 

Please be seated. The congregation will then commune, beginning with the front pews, you are 

invited to come forward to receive the bread and wine or juice. Extend your hands to receive a wafer 

from the pastor or communion assistant. Then please pick up one cup from the trays (red wine or 

white grape juice), and then place the empty cup in a tray on the front pew before returning to your 

seat. Gluten free elements are available upon request. If you would like the communion elements to 

be brought to you, please notify an usher. 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 “Lamb of God”                                          ELW pg. 191 (Augsburg Fortress)  
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 “Beautiful Savior”              ELW 838 (Public Domain) 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the 

bread of heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and 
blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger 

and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen. 
 

 
 

BLESSING  
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the 

Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant 

you a faithful and courageous heart now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN 

 “Jesus Shall Reign”              ELW 434 (Public Domain) 
  

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING MUSIC 

 “Jesus Shall Reign”        setting, Robert A. Hobby (Augsburg Fortress) 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 



7 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Worship Team 
A/V Team: Mark Miller 

Communion Assistants: Michelle Anderson, Elena Ayala, Grace Ayala,  
Mike Phillips, Sally Sheahan 

Greeters: Michelle Anderson, Sally Sheahan 

Reader: Cindy Meyer 
Ushers: Faith Metze, Beth Miller, Bob Teuber 

Children’s Sermon: Jen Freeman 
Altar Guild: Janette Hess, Cindy Meyer, Nan Behrns, Sheri Conover 
Musicians: Jan Burns, Carrie Filetti, Laudate 

Lead Pastor: Pastor Amanda Bergstrom 
 

Presence Light Sponsor:  
 

In memory of my parents Don & Carol Phillips; given by Mike Phillips. 
 

Bulletin Sponsors: 

  
To the glory of God for His guidance and many blessings; given by Robin Gibbs. 

 

 
 
Thank you for sharing time to hear God’s word and pray together.  A video recording of  

worship will be posted to Grace’s website later in the day. You are welcome to join Grace 

Lutheran Church’s Facebook group for news & ministry opportunities. Peace be with you 

as you go forth to share God’s grace. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS002675. New Revised Standard Version 

Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, 
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Other liturgy and song used by permission OneLicense.net © Church Anew. 
Used with Permission #A-704477and CCLI License #546408.   
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