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Grace Lutheran Church                                     April 2, 2023; 9:00 A.M. 

1300 Kishwaukee Valley Road                                            Palm/Passion Sunday    

Woodstock, IL 60098                                     Called to Experience God’s Presence                                                    
www.gracewoodstock.org                                                                             
                  

 

 
 
 

 
 

                      

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

 
OPENING MUSIC 

 “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”                   setting, Michael Burkardt (One License) 
 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Hosanna to the Son of David!  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  
By your holy cross  

You have redeemed the world.  
Hosanna to the Son of the David!  

Hosanna in the highest! 
 

 
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 

you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone 
says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 

immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 
donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” The disciples went and did as Jesus had 
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directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he 
sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 

from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” When he entered Jerusalem, the whole 
city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet 
Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 
BLESSING OF PALMS 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept. 

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king 
by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 

 
Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord 

in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into 
life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

 
PROCESSION 

Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
 

HYMN          “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”  ELW 344, vs. 3-5 (Public Domain) 

Refrain: 
 All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, 

 To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

3 The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went. 
 our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present. Refrain 

 
4 To you, before your passion, they sang their hymns of praise. 

 To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise. Refrain 
 

5 Their praises you accepted; accept the prayers we bring, 
 great author of all goodness, O good and gracious king. Refrain 

 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Please kneel as you are able or be seated. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Gracious God,  

We confess that we betray and deny you every day.  
We abuse power,  

and we cause suffering.  
Forgive us our sins,  

For Jesus sake  

so that cross-marked and Spirit sealed  
we might trust and believe that in Jesus’ suffering and death,  

your love is made fully known for us and for all the world.  
Through Jesus Christ,  

Our Savior and Lord, Amen. 
God who is rich in mercy, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love  

has come to us in Jesus, who by his holy cross has redeemed the world.  
Buried with Christ by baptism into death,  

Your sins are forgiven in +Jesus’ name.  
Cross-marked and Spirit-sealed,  

You are raised to new life.  
Almighty God strengthen you in faith  

To live each day renewed in God’s call for your life. Amen 
 
 
Please be seated. 

WELCOME 
 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON– on text of Processional Gospel. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Help us, O God, amid all that is unfinished, to meet you in the ordinary experiences 
of our everyday lives. Still our hearts in this in between time that we might 

recognize you where we least expect to find you. Help us to believe that nothing is 
too insignificant to make your presence known. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 
 

 
 

 
FIRST READING:                                                                                                Isaiah 50:4-9a 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 
The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the 

weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who 
are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn 
backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out 

the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face 
like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who 

will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront 
me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  
 

 
PSALM:                                                                                        Psalm 31:9-16 
Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; 

my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 

my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors,  
a dismay to my acquaintances; 

when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 

I am as useless as a broken pot.  
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 

But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. 
I have said, “You  are my God. 

My times are in your hand; 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
Let your face shine upon your servant; 

save me in your  steadfast love.”  

 
 

SECOND READING:                                                               Philippians 2:5-11 
A reading from Philippians.  

 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
 

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.   
 

 
Please remain seated.   

THE PASSION STORY & REFLECTION  

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
The Passion Story is presented as a dramatic reading 
              Matthew 26:1--27:66 Pew Bible New Testament, pg. 29 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 “There in God’s Garden”                        ELW 342, vs. 1, 4-6 (One License) 

 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation.  A brief silence. 

 
Save your church, O God. Enable us to boldly confess in every time and place that 

Jesus Christ is Lord. With the humility of a servant, equip congregations, synods, 
and other ministry settings to proclaim your extravagant love for all. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Save your creation, O God. Every living being you have made has purpose. Give us 
renewed appreciation of farm animals who labor in the fields, service animals who 

accompany their human companions, and beloved pets who live alongside us. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
Save the peoples of the earth, O God. Restore dignity to those who are scorned and 

persecuted for their religious beliefs or political activism, and deliver them from the 

hand of their enemies. Bring peace to places where conflict runs deep. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 
Save those who cry to you in any need, O God. Watch over all who are incarcerated 

or awaiting trial, and stand with those who are unjustly accused. Be present with 
those feeling isolated, lonely, or fearful, especially those we now name aloud or in 

the silence of our hearts _____________. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Save us in your love, O God. Guide the work of church musicians, pastors, choirs, 
readers, deacons, technicians, acolytes, and all who assist in worship. Sustain them 

in their leadership as they accompany congregations through this Holy Week. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
Save us at the last, O God. We give you thanks for your saints of old who embodied 

your servant love. As you came to their aid, so deliver us in times of trial, that 

every knee would bend in praise to you. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise 
to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
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PEACE 
After praying for the whole world, we receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s 
peace.  We invite you to share a physically distant sign of God’s peace with one another- 
wave a greeting of peace to people around you, and/or text a greeting of peace to 

someone. 

 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING 
Thank you for your generous offerings and commitment to Grace’s mission and ministry.  
You are invited to place your financial offerings in the offering plate as you 
leave today.  Additional ways to give include mailing your offering to the 

church office, or by giving online: by texting the amount you would like to 
give to 877-698-3604, through the Vanco Mobile App, or online at Grace’s 

website (Use the QR code provided).  You are also invited to call the church 
office to learn more about the automatic withdrawal Electronic Giving Program.  

 

 
OFFERING ANTHEM 

 "Look! Someone's Coming!”                     Jayne Southwick Cool (One License) 
 

 
Let us pray. God of good gifts, 

receive these and all our offerings 
as we present them in faithful service 

for the sake of your gospel. 
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 

as you pour out your very presence 
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 

 
  
Please stand as you are able. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
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Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION     
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 
Please be seated. Beginning with the front pews, you are invited to come forward, extend your hands 

to receive the bread and grape juice from the pastor or communion assistant, and return to your 

seat to commune. Gluten free elements are available upon request. If you would like the communion 

elements to be brought to you, please notify an usher.  

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”                        ELW 335 (Public Domain)   
  

“Stay with Me”                                                         ELW 348 (One License) 
 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 
 

 
SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 

angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your 
word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your 

love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and 
give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 
BLESSING  

God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen. 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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SENDING HYMN 
 “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!”                             ELW 346 (One License)  

 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve in love. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 
CLOSING MUSIC 

 Partita on "Ride On, Ride On in Majesty."   
                                                               Christopher Uehlein (Augsburg Fortress) 

  

                             
 

Worship Team 

A/V Team: Bill Nattress, Andy Bellavia, Mark Miller 
Acolyte: Zachary Kniola 

Communion Assistants: Sheri Conover, Judy Rooney  
Greeters: Jennifer Robbins, Wilson Robbins 

Reader: Paul Lockwood  
Dramatic Readers:  

Narrator: Mary Beth Martin-Bellavia 

Jesus: Paul Lockwood 
Priests: Bill Nattress 

Disciples: Beth Miller, Mary Noe, Denise Hoover 
Judas: Andy Bellavia 

Peter: Bruce Rosborough 
Witnesses: Mary Noe and Denise Hoover 

Crowd: Anne Johnson and Cindy Meyer 
Servant Girl: Janice Laird 

Bystanders: Sally Sheehan 
Pilate: Karen Reinhard 

Soldiers: Mary Noe and Anne Johnson 
Passersby: Cindy Meyer and Beth Miller 

Centurion: Sally Sheehan 
Ushers: Gayle Hoch, Wes Krueger, John Widmayer 

Children Sermon: Cindy Meyer 

Altar Guild: Laura Boal, Kathy Zank 
Musicians: Jan Burns, Tammy Baier, Joyful Messengers 

Lead Pastor: Pastor Amanda Bergstrom 
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Presence Light Sponsor: 
 In memory of Bud Schulz; given by the Schulz family. 

 
Bulletin Sponsors: 

 To the glory of God; given by Diane Schulz. 
 

 In memory of Mary’s mother, Linda Holman; given by Jerry & Mary Johnson. 
 

 
Worship Videos Online. A video recording of worship will be posted to Grace’s 

website later in the day. 
 

Thank you for sharing time to hear God’s word and pray together.  Peace be with 
you as you go forth to share God’s grace. 

 

You are welcome to join Grace Lutheran Church’s Facebook group for 
news & ministry opportunities.    

 
 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS002675. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common 
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Other liturgy 
and song used by permission OneLicense.net #A-704477and CCLI License #546408. Engaging the Living Word – a Resource 
for Teaching & Preaching is provided by the Nourishing Vocation Project through the Lutheran Center for Faith, Values, and 
Community at St. Olaf College. This edition is written by Rev. Dr. Charlene Rachuy Cox, Program Director for Congregational 
Thriving. 
 
 
 
 

      Maundy Thursday, April 6 
     12:00 p.m.  (Sanctuary) 
     7:00 p.m. (Sanctuary & Livestream) 
                
     Good Friday, April 7 
     12:00 p.m.  (Sanctuary) 
     7:00 p.m. (Sanctuary & Livestream) 
 
     Easter Sunday, April 9 

        7:00 a.m. (Sanctuary & Livestream) 
  9:00 a.m. (Sanctuary & Livestream) 


